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Devotional Thought for September

While on the Oregon coast last week, | stumbled upon a high school publication
coffee shop entitle@andtuarypbviously a play on the words “sand” and “sanctuary.” It
a special edition of the school’s newspagére( Harbor Ligh} in honor of Tom McCall, the
legendary two-term governor of Oregon who, in 1967, signed into law the BeachHiih, w
protects dry sands from privatization.

One article that | read with interest was “How to Surf,” written bys&aIDe Filip-
pis. Here’s an excerpt: “We come from a land where the sun is valuable,tivéreetops
touch the sky at every perimeter, where the sounds of waves are the ebthedair and
where we breathe rain....We are surfers, and we chase waves....Our boépeneent
sun cure from fixed dings, 25 percent actual board, and 15 percent spiandtuary page
22.

The next day | found a group of surfers practicing their sport near Depoe Bawafshed, | reflected on the
line: “We are 60 percent sun cure from fixed dings, 25 percent actual bodyand 15 percent spirit.” And | found
myself wondering if Kelsea and her teenage friends really feel 60 peingat upand only 15 percermsipirit. As |
watched those young surfers that day, | prayed that God would give them a reasonitio tteeyPsalmist: “If it had
not been that God was on our side...we would have been swallowed up alive.” (Vers®sakenoi24, which is the
Psalm assigned to the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, 21 August 2011). fringt Bsatl the image of the surf and the
dangers associated with it as a metaphor, but the point of the psalm ishyidtes: life has a way of dinging us up
and nearly drowning us!

And what about your experience, you who are reading this newsletter? Would you say §opercent
dinged up? Mostly fixed? Are you 25 percent intact? Regardless of thetpgese one of John Wesley's favorite
guestions remains of central importance: “How is it with your spirig?yolr spirit alive and animated by the Spirit,
the mysterious presence of God, or is your spirit operating at a mere 15tperce
Whether or not we are literal surfers, we are all seekers. Wlaathet we literally are chasing waves, we all yearn
for a fresh experience of the Spirit. We are Spirit chasers by nature hénd/sterious thing is that in our seeking
we discover that the Spirit is constantly drawing us into the next inviggrativenture. And when the surf gets diffi-
cult, it is my prayer that we will be able to say with confidence: “Oup tsein the name of the LORD, who made
heaven and earth.” (Ps. 124:8)

Until next month,

Tom



: How does God intend for us to live with one another?

Beginning in the latter part of September, on Sunday mornings at ®AM,
Duncanand | will be a leading a conversation series, open to all, that addresses
this question. It is the central questiBharles Gutensondiscusses in his new
book: Christians and the Common Good.

Over roughly 9 weeks we will approach the subject following Gutenson’s
advice to begin by thinking together about how to read and understand the scrip-
tures, and seeking to understand who the scriptures say God is. We willrie&lecthe implications of
the divine nature of God for helping to determine how we should live togatitemclude looking at
several specific portions of the scripture that help us draw some ipi@ljnconclusions about the way
God intends for us to live together.

In the final segments of our series we will examine some contemporary chkalfanog us and
apply the understandings from the first part of our study to reaching someasatisateseem consistent
with God'’s intentions.

To borrow from the opening chapter of Gutenson’s book, we approach this séridsevielief
that “God is not a Republican or a Democrat” but that both Republicans and B&smoay serve God’
kingdom by grasping more fully the breadth and depth of moral issues thstidBisriare called on to
address in our contemporary world.

Please sign up for the series as soon as possible so we will know how masyoboler.
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This fall, with help from others still to be named, | will be faatlitg some small group conver
sations about the future of the church — examining how we can bring new mertdéne fiold and how
we can raise the money needed to keep the church a healthy, energeticgbldoes more with its mis
sion that put it on the front page of the weekly bulletin. Before the end of Mevemy goal is to have
given everyone in the church an opportunity to participate in at least onseftireversations.
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Amy Tan Chan has attended St. Peter’s P e & -
for many years. Originally from Singapore, Amy 5 B
came to the U.S. in 1986 to attend college in Ari- &
zona and graduate school in Oregon. Her future =1
husbandKeat, attended a Good Friday service at
St. Peter’s and, after Amy moved here, they were
married byRev. Ed lwamotg who served St. % &
Peter’s from 1988-1994.

Amy is mother to daughterdia Wen (
andJia Ling. The family recently returned from
a 2-year adventure in Aachen, Germany, where &

Keat was working at the time. Amy and the girls )

took German lessons, adjusted to a new culture x +
and travelled throughout Germany and neighbor- ’ ’

ing countries.

Once back home in Bellevue, Amy dis- #
covered she had never transferred her member- -
ship from her Oregon church. That was taken I
care of and now she is officially ‘one of us.’ 0

(Next month we will feature new mem-
bers,Kat andJim Schweitzey &l

A lady commer- “How many lanes do you want on that highway?” he
cial fisher in Gusta- asked.
vus, Alaska, had spent Well, 16 M&M'’s didn’t need a new high-
all of her life there, and atway to get to Bai Tong Thai Restaurant on August
sea, fishing. One day, she 4th! We had a good time with good food and excel-
found a bottle on the beach antént service.On September 1st, M&M’s will
when she opened it, out popped gather at Pearl in Lincoln Square, 700 Bellevue
genie! The genie said he could gralYay NE in Bellevue. There has been some concern
her one wish and the lady fisher thoudtiat Pearl may be “high priced” but their luncheon
about what to wish for. She had always menu ranges from $8 to $15; not too bad.
wanted to go to Hawaii but hated to fly and M&M's (Mature Methodists) is a group who
couldn’t even think about a sea trip that long. Soeets the first Thursday of each month for food, fun
she asked the genie to build her a highway from and fellowship. No agenda, no business and no of-

Gustavus to Honolulu. ficers. If you want to get better acquainted with
The genie gasped and said; “I'm just a smgdlur fellow worshipers, come join us. Maturity is a
genie; | can’t build such a highway!” sense of mind having little to do with chronological

The lady fisher replied “Okay, if 'm des- age! ContacRevaor Roger Allington at 425-373-
tined to stay in Gustavus the rest of my life, find n&370 for more information, reserving a place or ar-
a perfect man for a husband.” ranging ride-shares. Our reservation is for 11:45

The genie didn't hesitate in answering hera.m. with ride-shares leaving the church at 11:15.



The question was “What can we offer children this
summer if we're not going to have VBS?” The answer was
“Wednesday afternoon Kid's Club!” We advertised
through the Keys, bulletin inserts, word of mouth and door
hangers and the result was 15+ children attending during
the month of July (many of them new to St. Peter’A)o-
ra Wood, our summer intern, planned the curriculum and
led the afternoon’s activities, with help from volunteeds
Peterson Terry Patrick , Karen Armstead, Shirley
Lumry , Jennifer Wood, Scott CallahanandRev. Tom
A special thanks t&at Schweitzer, for designing and cre-
ating the colorful reader board signs.
In addition to crafts, stories, games and outdoor fun, we also had a BBQ dinneeglspa
Scott and Jennifer, each Wed. evening and invited parents to join theéieohil Feedback for the Club
from the children and parents who attended was very positive and Adora didAangjoial

Our Confirmation Class,
led byRev. Tom with assis-
tance from summer intern,
Adora Wood, was held
from July 25th—29th and
attended bylia Wen Chan,
Marissa Gaston Natalie
andNatasha Ng Elijha Ol-
son, andNicky andZach
Ruble.

Monday through Thurs-
day, the morning began with
an Ice Breaker Question,
followed by a story and bib-
lical references which relat-
ed to that day’s DVD Histor-
ical Sketch. A hands-on ap-
plication of the day’s theme
in the Laboratory Finding
concluded the morning. On
Friday, the class worked on
a mission project at Holly
House, a residence for
homeless women in Belle-
vue.

Read the OcKeysfor
more news about this great
group of young people.
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Some of
you are familiar
with Friends of
Youth and The
Landing because o
our youth group’s
participation in
providing a meal for
homeless youth once a month. But you may not
know that the organization is celebrating 60 years
of service, providing counseling, housing, food,
clothing and, most importantly, a safe haven for
over 6000 homeless young people. They come to
Friends of Youth for a variety of reasons; they leave
knowing that whatever their circumstances, there
are people who care and want to help.

This Sept. and Oct., St. Peter’s will be help-
ing by opening our doors on Friday and Saturday
nights and providing space for up to 15 young peo-
ple to spend the night. In much the same way as we
did with Sophia Way, we will open the north base-
ment in the late evening through early morning to
the youth and 2 full-time adult staff members (who
are awake and on-duty throughout the evening).
They provide their own bedding and meals. No
storage is needed.

We urge you to read more about this amaz-
ing group by going to www.friendsofyouth.org.




| like the old story about the guy who attended church one Sunday with his family.

they were driving home afterwards he was complaining about everything. Hel$adntisic
was too loud. The sermon was too long. The announcements were unclear. The building
hot. The people were unfriendly.” He went on and on, complaining about virtually evegryt
Finally, his very observant son said, “Dad, you've got to admit it wasn’t a bad shaystfar |
dollar.” (compiled by Brian Kluth)

So, where should the Treasurer place “Dad’s dollar"? Let’s take a look a&t&tsP
annual expenditures for the administration, maintenance and operation. We’'ll addrists 1
rial and program expenses later. For the ease of understanding the magrtiiede 6§ures,
they are rounded to the nearest $100.

Secretary $18,500

Office supplies & equip. maint. $ 5,200
Utilities, telephone & Internet $17,800

Other communications $ 300
Sub-total Office $41,800

Church & Parsonage maintenance $ 3,800
Custodial service and supplies $ 6,700

Yard maintenance $ 4,800

Van maintenance $ 200
Sub-total property upkeep $15,500
Employment taxes $ 4,100
Other taxes and assessments $ 100
Insurance $ 6,400

Sub-total taxes, assessments & insurance $10,600

Church mortgage $27,000
Apportionments $35,900

Sub-Total Mortgage & Apportionments  $62,900

Total for basic administration, operation and maintenance $130,800

So, we know from the above that “Dad’s dollar” wouldn’t go very far in covering the

“basic costs” involved in keeping St. Peter's and the parsonage operating. Thesesegoe
essential to keep St. Peter’s capable of fulfilling its mission. We have gdtress the costs
of local programs, local ministries and national & world-wide ministries!
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It's hard to believe that summer §

. . , Y ¥ 9
2011 is almost history. But before we =g
once again launch into our fall schedules,
| wanted us to acknowledge all the folks

from the congregation who provided us
with "special music" this summer while the Chancel Choir was
on break.

Our participants includeRich Rucker jamming on
the piano andon Duncanon his harmonica belting out some
old time favorites. The handbells pulled together to play one
Sunday. Juli Steffen gathered a praise group together for the
outdoor service that ended up indoors. Women from the Chan
cel Choir came together twice to singidki Bridwell , Sue
Cullor, Mary Duncan, Judy Ellis, Dianne Lambert, Joe
Ann Rucker, andBecky Schwind. Dan Ravenplayed "The
Lord's Prayer" by Malotte on the accordian, and our organist,
Niki Basile, sang a solo as well 82cky Schwind Thank
you to each and every one of you for your fine participation
this summer! You are all very appreciated!

The Chancel Choir will be starting up on Thursday,
September 8th at 7:30 PM. All singers in the congregation
would be most welcome to come and join us!
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nated to Congregations for Kid

Thank you to everyone who doH

“Back to School” drive. Consid
ering we had only 2 Sundays tc
collect, we did very well Pat
King andBetty Vene
McConnell counted 242 items,
including backpacks and every
thing a student might need for
that all important first day back
at school. We also received se
eral checks, which will be used
by C4K to fill in gaps where
needed.
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Our thanks tded Peterson along with his
helper,Misao Okada, for repairing the south
wall in the nursery. The wall was infested
with moisture ants who were making short
work of t_he wpod un(_jer the window. Ed is 12  Edie Ritchey

also putting his considerable skills to good 17  Shirley “Winkie” Jaccard

|
|
|
I 1  Germaine Mullen
|
|
use by repairing similar damage to the botton 19 Dan Schweitzer
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

6 Nancy Peterson

sills of the library windows. 22 Lois Baugh

27 Dianne Lambert
Fred Bailey
28 Terry Patrick

Anne Beishlinerequests greeting cards, with
or without matching envelopes, that you no

longer want or can use. She sends them to
members of our congregation as part of her

prayer ministry, often ‘reworked’ through her | $ $
creativity and talent to make a one-of-a-kind | .
card. You may give the cards directlyto | 12 PatKing & Jack McPherson (13 yrd.)

15 Gary & Rachel Hall (10 yrs.)
20 Don & Carol Jones (59 yrs.)
26 Steve & Shirley Lumry (38 yrs.)

Anne or leave them in the marked box in the
office. She will also take your ‘orphaned’
envelopes.

Dick Clark will be leading our retirement
home services during Sept. On Sept. 11th,

the service begins at 4 p.m. at Sunrise Assistt

ed Living. On Sept. 18th the service begins |

at 10:45 a.m. at Crossroads Retirement Cen- |

ter. Additional volunteers are welcome at '

any time. Please séal Petersonfor more el
information.

We received the following note from the
Cimburek family: “Dear friends, Anna, An- Please Keep in Your Prayers
drew and | are so very grateful for everythin

" very 9 ! verymning © Bob & Colleen Bailey

you have done for us sinBmvid passed =
. : _ (Bob’s new address: Divine Home Health, 2664
away. The reception after the memorial ser "171st Ave SE, Bellevue, WA 98008. Phone:

vice was lovely. Thank you to everyone who L
helped to make the afternoon less stressful for425'641’2182)' Please call before visiting due to
PT and doctor appts.)

our family. Thank you also for the memori-

am in David’s name. We appreciate you all. © Eileen & Janet Kouba
Janette, Anna andAndrew.” © The Cimburek family
© The Mitchell family
© Margaret Pratt
© Grace Small
Our condolences tBetty Mitchell and © Our military personnel, both here &
her family on the sudden death of her husband, overseas. Our missionary leaders and
Bill, on Friday, August 12th. A service will be volunteers, includingRev. Devi Bhujeland

held at St. Peter’s on Saturday, August 27th at 3 Julie Dahl.
p.m. Cards may be sent to Betty at: 1621 177th

Ave NE, Bellevue WA 98008. Please call or email your prayer requests,

changes and updates for the Prayer Letter to
Anne Beishline: beish@mindspring.com.



September 2011
St. Peter's UMC, 17222 NE 8th St, Bellevue, WA 98008
(425) 747-3210 Office Hours: M-F, 9A-12P

**Fall Schedule begins on Sept. 11th:
Communion Service 8:30-9A, Worship 10:30A
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Fri Sat
Poem for Laborers—H.W. Longfellow from “A Psalm of Life” 2 3
s . 9A Pea Patch

Lives of great men all remind us Par
. . ty & Lunch
we can make our lives sublime
and, departing, leave behind us
footprints on the sands of time. 11:45A M&M's | 7:30P PNWCF
Let us, then, be up and doing, with a heart for any fate;
Still achieving, still pursuing, learn to labor and to wait.” 7P Tai Chi
()9
4 Office Closed | 6 7 8 9 10
Communion 9A-12:30P 9A-12:30P 9A-12:30P
Childcare Childcare Childcare
Order your
Safeway cards! 6:15P Kindering 6P Handbells
6:30P BSA 7P Tai Chi 7:30P PNWCF
6-8P BSA Par- 7P M&O 7:30P Choir
ent Mtg.
( ): 9
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
**See heading | 9A TOPS 9A-12:30P CC | 9A-12:30P CC | 9A-12:30P CC
12'27 YOUthI 12P Bible IStudy égngl;g(Aouth 6P Handbells
Mural R?"ea UMW Mea 7P Trustees 7P Tai Chi
4P Service . ; 7:30P PNWCF
@Sunrise Asstd 7P Rte 66 7P Investment 7:30P Choir
Living—Dick 7:15P UMW .
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Birthdays 9A TOPS 9A-12:30P CC | 9A-12:30P 9A-12:30P
Keys Deadline | 4-6:30P Youth | Childcare Childcare
10:45A Service | 12P Bible Study| 6:15P Kindering
@Crossroads 6:30P BSA
Retirement— 7P Rte 66 7P Finance 6P Handbells | 7:30P PNWCF
Dick Clark 7P SPR 7P Tai Chi
7:30P Choir
( )9
25 26 27 28 29 30
Order your 9A TOPS 9A-12:30P 9A-12:30P 9A-12:30P
Safeway cards! Childcare Childcare Childcare 7-10P Youth
12P Bible Study| 4-6:30P Youth Activity
6:30P BSA 6-8p UMW
7P Church Potluck & 6P Handbells | 7:30P PNWCF
7P Rte 66 Council Program 7P Tai Chi
7:30P Choir
7 ) 8 9 ( ): 9




Fellowship Families for September:
Group D Leaders, Rosemary Clark &
Jane Enns

Families: Vicki & Bruce Bridwell, Jan Lilly-
white, Donna Dodd, Beth Eng, Shirley
Lumry, John Mahoney, Dan & Elba Raven,
Harv & Edie Ritchey, Roy Washington,
and Trista & Matt Wynne

Fellowship Family group lists and current cal- .
endars for Sunday planning are on the bulle- bot# S

tin board on the inside kitchen door. %& !
"O& "o

Special Sundays in September
10:30 a.m. Worship begins on Sept. 11th
Birthday Sunday, Sept. 18th
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