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 Yesterday’s special event (Sunday, April 25th) was a milestone in the process of discovering our 
shared vision of, and a strategic plan for, St. Peter’s UMC.  Since November, a group of ten individuals 
have met, prayed, researched, and hosted meetings with community leaders in order to lead us through a 
process of retrofitting St. Peter’s for service in 2020 and beyond.  I am grateful to Dick Clark , my 
teacher, confidant, and friend, for his extraordinary leadership.  I am also grateful to Jane Sogge and 
Karen Armstead for their hours devoted to listening, sharing and encouraging, and I am grateful and so 
proud of the entire Strategic Planning Team for their creative energy and dedication: Cathy Relyea, 
Jim and Judy Ellis, Bob Armstead, Donna Kenney, Gary Hall, and Joe Ann Rucker.  By July, the 
Team will share its findings and will present a plan for us to execute. 
 At Sunday’s gathering, before we moved into small groups, I shared the following insights from 
Peter Senge’s book The Fifth Discipline: The Art and Practice of the Learning Organization (1990).  
Senge writes: “A shared vision is not an idea.  It is not even an important idea such as freedom.  It is, 
rather, a force in people’s hearts, a force of impressive power.  It may be inspired by an idea, but once it 
goes further – if it is compelling enough to acquire the support of more than one person – then it is no 
longer an abstraction.  It is palpable.  People begin to see it as if it exists. Few, if any, forces in human 
affairs are as powerful as shared vision.” (page 206) 
 As we await the report of the Strategic Planning Team, it is my prayer that the Spirit will remind 
us that our collective aspiration to ready St. Peter’s for service in 2020 will generate deeper clarity, en-
thusiasm, and commitment.  Join me in praying: “Generative God, bring before us a compelling shared 
vision that will bring glory to the Christ and hope and healing to all who live at the crossroads, today, 
and in the decades to come.  Amen.” 
 
      Until next month, 
         Tom  

Church Attendance for the month of April (includes 8:30 a.m. service, Frankincense and nursery) 
 

April 4: 151 (Easter)         April 11: 101          April 18: 102            April 25: 91 (no 8:30 service)  
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 Lay Speaking Ministries is of-
fering an advanced course in leading prayer, designed for 
Certified Lay Speakers or Local Church Lay Speakers who 
want to learn more about both personal prayer and leading 
public prayer.   
 This will be a “hands on” opportunity to learn to 
compose various forms and types of prayers, and to learn to 
comfortably lead groups in prayer.  We will also take a 
look at personal prayer and share some of our thinking 
about this important part of our Christian life. 
 Registration forms for this one-day class, with a 
break for a furnished bread and soup lunch at noon, are 
available from the church office.  The class is being held at 
St. Peter’s.  Cost  is $30 and the deadline to register is May 
7th.  Contact Kathryn Garnett 
(KathrynLGarnett@comcast.net, or Roger Allington at 
rogerallington@yahoo.com, for more information. 

 St. Peter’s best sale yet was held April 9th 
and 10th and brought in over $2,400.  St. Peter’s is 
committed to sending $1,000 to the General Board 
of Global Ministries to help support our mission-
ary, Devi Bhujel, in Nepal.   
 The sale was extended to 2 days this year 
so that there would be additional funds to contrib-
ute to St. Peter’s General Fund.  The extra profit 
will enable the Mission and Outreach ministry 
group to make a generous contribution to our Gen-
eral Fund. 
 With an extra day for the sale, extra help 
was needed and St. Peter’s was quick to respond 
with over 30 people helping in various capacities.  
John Fountain was the major organizer and 
worker in all areas including making lunch for the 
Thursday set-up crew and making chocolate chip 
cookies on Saturday.  Thanks John!  Thanks also to 
Helen Engebretson and her crew of capable   

cashiers.  Helen took care to ensure that the 
cashiers had the equipment they needed 
and she kept the check-out lines moving.  It 
was helpful to have Rachel Hall coming 
by often to take the money to the bank. 

 This year there was a great abundance of 
books which were cleverly organized by Joe Ann 
and Rich Rucker ,who spent all day, each day, at 
the sale and set-up.  Another faithful worker each 
day was Germaine Mullen, who loves clothes and 
spent hours folding and tidying them.   
 Each person’s contribution was valuable, 
whether it was donating items for the sale, pricing 
house wares or helping load the truck that took the 
leftovers to Northwest Center for the Retarded.  
Many people in the Crossroads area were pleased 
to be able to purchase items at reasonable prices. 
 At the end of the sale, before the North-
west Center truck came, a representative from The 
Sophia Way was able to collect some items for 
furnishing apartments for women transitioning 
from homelessness.  See separate article about The 
Sophia Way. 
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     We remember those we’ve lost 
 
 During our 10:30 a.m. service 
on May 30th, we will remember those 
loved ones in our immediate families 
(spouse, child, sibling, parent or 
grandparent) who passed away after 
May 24th, 2009.   
 If you would like to remember 
a loved one, please call the church of-
fice with their name, the date they 
passed away, and their relationship to 
you.  There will also be inserts in the 
weekly bulletins that you may fill out 
and turn in to the office by Wednes-
day, May 26th. 
 In remembrance of other loved 
ones who are no longer with us, there 
will be an opportunity to honor them 
during the service. 
 Please call the office with 
questions (425-747-3210). 
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	 On May 2nd, from 1-3 p.m., 
you can feed the hungry. You can 
provide disaster relief.  You can shel-
ter refugees.  It’s not too late to join in 
the CROP walk in Bellevue, a 3.5 
mile walk starting at Bellevue First 
Congregational Church and going 
past the Bellevue Park.  Anyone wish-
ing to walk can get a packet from 
John Fountain and collect a few do-

nations (or it’s OK to just put your own donation in the 
packet).  It’s also OK to collect donations and just walk as 
far as the park and back (1 mile) and hang out for the BBQ 
that John is preparing.  Suggested donation for the BBQ is 
$5. 
 Funds received from the CROP walk go to Church 
World Services and to HopeLink here in Bellevue.  Church 
World Services provides a wide range of support worldwide 
from emergency help in floods and earthquakes to helping 
dig wells for clean water and helping people start businesses 
such as raising goats or bees.  A part of addressing world 
poverty is their efforts in the political arena to promote so-
cial justice and peace. 
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Out of the mouth of babes…... 
 I was driving with my three young chil-
dren one warm summer evening when a 
woman in the convertible ahead of us stood 
up and waved. She was stark naked! As I 
was reeling from the shock, I heard my 5-
year-old shout from the back seat, "Mom! 
That lady isn't wearing a seat belt!" 
 While taking a routine vandal-
ism report at an elementary school, I was inter-
rupted by a little girl about 6 years old. Looking 
up and down at my uniform, she asked, "Are you a 
cop?" "Yes," I answered and continued writing the 
report. "My mother said if I ever needed help I 
should ask the police. Is that right?" "Yes, that's 
right," I told her. "Well, then," she said as she ex-
tended her foot toward me, "would you please tie 
my shoe?" 
 On April 1st,  21 M&M’s gathered at the 
Bellevue Grille for fun, food and fellowship.  
Jackie Taubel was a little late due to traffic prob-
lems.  She could have used a police officer to help 

her and it wouldn’t be by tying her shoes!  
 On May 6th, the M&M’s will gather at the 
Big Fish Restaurant, 10426 Northup Way in 
Kirkland.   This restaurant was previously known 

as Newport Bay and the food and service has 
been excellent.  Their coconut prawns appe-
tizer with a coconut-orange cream dip is out 
of this world!   

Recently someone said they were interested 
in attending our lunches but weren’t sure 
how much “maturity” one needed and what 

the group does.  “Maturity” is a state of mind 
and we haven’t found any “immature” attendees 
yet!  As far as what we do; we gather strictly for 
fun, food and fellowship!  No program, no bylaws 
and no business except to determine where we eat 
next month!  We gather the first Thursday of each 
month at different restaurants around the Eastside.  
You’re welcome to join us!  We have our reserva-
tions for 11:45 am and for ride sharing we leave 
the church at 11:30 am.  For purposes of a head 
count and/or to arrange ride sharing call Reva or 
Roger Allington at 425-373-1370 or rogeralling-
ton@yahoo.com.  Y’all come! 
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 St. Peter’s is pleased to 
be able to host the homeless 
women of The Sophia Way for 
the weekend nights of the month 
of June.  During the week the 
women spend nights at the shelter 
at the Bellevue First Congrega-
tional Church.  Ten women will 
be coming to us on Friday and 
Saturday evenings, staying until 
each Saturday and Sunday morn-
ing.   
 Various groups and 
members of St. Peter’s will pro-
vide dinners, breakfasts and sack 
lunches for the last 3 weekends of 
the month.  For the first weekend 

of each month, meals are pro-
vided by a commercial company 
– “My Chef at Home.” 
 We are pleased to be able 
to provide support to The Sophia 
Way in this manner, and in the 
future may be assisting in other 
ways as well. 
 Flyers are in the narthex 
with details of providing compan-
ionship for homeless women as 
they make their way transitioning 
to permanent housing and a self-
supporting lifestyle.  The Sophia 
Way also accepts household 
equipment and linens for furnish-
ing the apartments that the 

women move into.  A list of 
needed items is also in the nar-
thex. 
 You are invited to sign 
up on the poster on the easel out-
side the sanctuary to provide a 
meal for 10 women for a break-
fast, lunch or dinner.  Dinners 
may be brought to the church hot 
on the specified days by 7:30 
p.m. or left ready for heating, or 
it may be a cold meal such as 
salad.  Breakfasts and sack 
lunches (or fixings for same) 
should be left the night before as 
the women must be ready to 
leave at 6:45 a.m.    
 Questions about the host-
ing of The Sophia Way may be 
directed to Pat King at 425-396-
5141. 
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    Providing homeless women a path to a home of their own 
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 Mark your Calendars for December 3-4, 2010.  We are excited  the 
Christmas Bazaar is back to December.  This is an all-church project with pro-
ceeds going towards mission projects such as Crossroads Feeding for UMM and 
UMW, the General Fund, UMC service agencies and local service organizations:  
Hopelink, Sophia Way, YWCA Family Village, and others. 
 We need everyone’s help!  Crafts, jams, jellies and baked goods, espe-
cially, since it will be close to Christmas, knitting, sewing goods, woodwork-

ing...your donation is limited only by your imagination!   Please save your collectibles and other “nice 
pieces” for our Collectibles Corner.  There will also be books, CD’s and DVDs. Details will be forth-
coming each month in The Keys.   
 Committees will be forming.  If you’re interested, leave your name with Sue in the office.  
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 Please join us on Sunday, May 2nd, as the 
ladies of the church take over the 10:30 a.m. wor-
ship.  Sponsored by the UMW, the theme will be 
“Moving Forward Through Prayer.”   
 We will serve communion and special music 
will be provided by the Women’s Ensemble. 
 There will not be 8:30 a.m. service on May 
2nd. 
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 Are you, or someone you 
know, going to be graduating from 
high school, college, or technical 
school this spring?  If so, please 
give the church office a call and 
give us the details.  We’ll be honor-
ing our graduates at a worship ser-
vice in the near future. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
A Mother’s Day Hymn by Peggy Ferrell    (May, 2006 “The Newsletter Newsletter”) 
 

Sing praise to our Creator God!  Earth prospers from the way God “mothers” each  
new child into this world day after day. 
God fabricates in motherhood a channel from above, that longs to share with every child 
 God’s Comfort, Grace and Love! 
Sing praise to our Creator God, who “mothers” us from birth!  Providing what  
we truly need throughout our lives on earth. 

1 
10A-4P Inter-
faith Fair at 
Unity Church 

2 No 8:30A srvc 
 
 Women Speak 
Sunday & 
Communion 
 

1-3PCROP 
Walk 

3 
9A TOPS 
12P Bible Study 
 
7P Rte. 66 
7P UMW 
Board 

4 
9A Childcare 
10A BC Prog 
6:15P Kindering 
Center 
6:30P BSA 
7P M&O Mtg. 

5 
9A Childcare 
10A BC Prog 
 
 
4-6 Youth 

6 Nat’l Day 
of Prayer 

 
9A Childcare 
10A BC Prog 
11:45A M&M’s 
6P Bells 
7P Choir 

7 
10A BC Prog 
 
 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

8 
 
 
 
 
5P Frankincense 

9 
Mother’s Day 
 
 
Sunrise Ass’t 
Living Service 

10 
9A TOPS 
12P Bible Study 
UMW Meal 
 
7P Rte. 66 

11 
9A Childcare 
10A BC Prog 
 
6:30P BSA 
7P Investment 
7P Trustees 

12 
9A Childcare 
10A BC Prog 
 
 
4-6 Youth 

13 
9A Childcare 
10A BC Prog 
 
6P Bells 
7P Choir 

14 
10A BC Prog 
 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

15 
2P Memorial 
Service-Laura 
Kirn Allington 
 
 
5P Frankincense 

16 
Birthdays 
 
Handbells play 
during service 

17 
Keys Deadline 
9A TOPS 
12P Bible Study 
 
7P Rte. 66 
7P SPR 

18 
9A Childcare 
10A BC Prog 
 

6:15P Kindering 
Center 
6:30P BSA 
7P Finance 

19 
9A Childcare 
10A BC Prog 
 
 
4-6 Youth 

20 
9A Childcare 
10A BC Prog 
 
6P Bells 
7P Choir 

21 
10A BC Prog 
 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

22 
8A-5P Lay 
Speaking Class 
on Prayer 
 
5P Frankincense 

23 
Pentecost 
 
Last 8:30A srvc 
until Sept. 

24 
9A TOPS 
12P Bible Study 
 
7P Rte. 66 

25 
9A Childcare 
10A BC Prog 
 
6:30P BSA 
7P Church 
Council 

26 
9A Childcare 
10A BC Prog 
 
 
4-6 Youth 

27 
9A Childcare 
10A BC Prog 
 
6P Bells 
7P Choir 

28 
10A BC Prog 
 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

29 
 
 
 
5P Frankincense 

30 
Memorial  
Sunday 

 
No 8:30A srvc 

31 
Office Closed 
for Memorial 

Day 

Loren Eiseley, the anthropologist and naturalist who died in 1977, wanted his epitaph for his 
wife and himself to read: “We love the earth, but could not stay.” 
 

     This Memorial Day we particularly remember the men and women who have perished in 
war, giving the ultimate sacrifice to make the world a better place.  They too “loved the 
earth, but could not stay.”  May God hasten the day when we can solve our disputes peace-
fully. 
 

St. Peter’s UMC Calendar for May, 2010 
 

Sunday Schedule:  8:30-9A Communion Service, 10A Creating for Christ (elementary age),  
10:30A Worship (Communion, 1st Sunday of the month) 

Frankincense Service: 5P each Saturday of the month except Communion Sunday weekend. 
Food for the Body and Soul Bible Study: Mondays from 12-1P. 
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©©©©    Eileen & Janet Kouba  
© Sara Lambert 
© Margaret Pratt  
© Our military personnel, both here & 

overseas:  Lea and Bob Martin’s son, Bob 
Martin Jr. ( private sector), Barbara 
Arneson’s grandson-in-law, Kevin Turner ,  
and Carol Benedict’s nephew, Chris Allen 
(Iraq).  Our missionary leaders, volunteers 
and those who are working to make the 
world a better place in which to live and 
worship, including Rev. Devi Bhujel and 
Julie Dahl. 

 
If you would like to be part of St. Peter’s Prayer 
Team and receive the Prayer Letter via email 
each week, please contact the church office.  If 
you don’t have email access, a letter will be 
mailed to you each week. 
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�� Save the Date!  The UMW are inviting all 

women of the church to attend St. Peter’s 
annual “Ladies Night Out” on Wednesday, 
June 9th.  Details will be in upcoming bulle-
tins and our June Keys. 

 
�� Friends of Youth would like to thank the 

youth of St. Peter’s for their support of 
homeless youth by making a meal each 
month for the 15 young people at their home-
less shelter.  “Please know that your compas-
sion and caring has brightened the lives of 
homeless youth throughout our program.   

      We couldn’t do it without you!” – Cheryl  
       Schnelle, Volunteer Coordinator 
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2 Vicki Bridwell 
3    Keat Chan 
8 Carol Benedict 
15   Pat King 
19 Jason Farmer 
20 Ed Peterson 
22 Becky Schwind 
25 Jia Ling Chan 
 Marilynn Leland 
28 Vasantha Daniel 
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   27   Harv & Edie Ritchey (43 yrs.) 
 
If we have forgotten your special day, 
please call the church office so we may 
correct our records.  We celebrate 
birthdays the 3rd Sunday of each 
month.  We hope you’ll join us, and we 
promise not to divulge your age! 

     

 On Sunday, April 11th, Barbara Arne-
son joined our St. Peter’s family. 
 Barbara was born in San Jose, California.  
She attended the University of California, Berke-
ley.  After 35 years in California, the family 
moved to Mercer Island.  After her husband died, 
she moved to Bellevue.  However, she very 
shortly will be moving to a retirement resi-
dence—the same one that Joyce Anderson re-
sides at. 
 Barbara has been a housewife, mainly, 
raising four children with one of the two loves of 
her life, husband Philip Dorsey.  The family has 
grown to seven grandchildren and one great-
grandchild. 
 The second love of her life was Elwood 
Arneson, who gave her joy in her later years. 
 Barbara is a voracious reader and enjoys 
music.  She saw “South Pacific” when it was 
here; she saw the musical originally in San Fran-
cisco, years ago. 
 Barbara would like prayers for her grand-
son-in-law, Kevin Turner , who is serving in Af-
ghanistan and is due to return in July. 
 When you see Barbara in church, say 
“hello” and give her a warm St. Peter’s greeting. 
        Submitted by Carol Jones 
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Ministers:   Congregation 
Pastor:  Thomas G. Steffen     (tgsteffen@gmail.com) 
Coordinator of Children & Youth Ministries :  Mia Scherich   (mia.stpeters@gmail.com) 
Church Admin. Asst.:  Sue Wiseman (stpeters1@msn.com) 
Music Director:  Janet Moore 
Organist:   Bob Bailey 
Substitute Organist: Rich Rucker 
Handbell Director:  Lea Martin 
Worship Team Director:  Trista Wynne 
Nursery Coordinator:   Joan Nicholson 
Director of Child Care Center: Jane Sessions (email: jane-sessions@hotmail.com) 
Child Care Reservations Line:  425-443-5897 (note this new number) 
Janitorial Team:  Teresa and Oscar Avalos 

 
 

All KEYS articles must be in by Monday, May 17th for the  
June newsletter. The Keys is posted to the website each month.   
If you would prefer the Keys mailed to your home, please call the church office to arrange for postage.     

 

Church Telephone: 425-747-3210  FAX:  425-747-3789 

Website:  www.stpetersumc.net—the website calendar is updated each Friday. 
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At this time, Joe Ann is hard at 
work, calling on volunteers.  

Please refer to the Liturgists and 
Usher sheet in the narthex for 

May assignments. 


