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Devotional Thought for June 
 
 This issue of The Keys ushers in the month of June, the month that signals for me the 
beginning of summer, at least it did in Indiana.  Okay, I now know that summer typically  
begins in early July in the great Northwest.  But given the cool and wet winter and spring that 
we have experienced this year, I am claiming June as the threshold for summer.  Chalk up 
my boldness to Delibertus Quirkus, the “Freedom to be Peculiar,” which I’m told is the  
official motto of Fremont and emblematic of its annual free-spirited Solstice Parade held  
every year in mid-June.  I suspect that those who are planning to wear only their birthday 
suits for the parade really hope that summer comes in June this year!   
 I’m fond of the word “threshold.”  The word comes from the Latin limen, a word that 
reminds us that places, quite literally, as well as dates and events, in a spiritual sense, serve as 
markers and can indicate the beginning of something new and significant.  How do we know when we are crossing a 
threshold?   
 Author John Burroughs has written that the lesson that life repeats and constantly enforces is that “we should 
look under our feet.”  Why?  Because we are always nearer the divine than we realize.  “Never despise your own place 
or the present hour,” Burroughs writes.  “Every place is under the stars, every place is the center of the world.” 
 As we cross into the month of June, we will take an important step in creating a community garden just south 
of the church parking lot.  It will become a beautiful center piece that will, God willing, help us reestablish deep roots 
with our neighbors and serve as a symbol of the Spirit’s greening power.  June will also mark the month that we will 
recruit up to 10 of our youth who will profess faith in Christ and will be confirmed as members of the United Method-
ist Church in July.  In our tradition, confirmation is a rite of passage and a significant crossing over.  In June, I will be 
writing about my hopes and dreams for the church we love as we continue the work of reestablishing St. Peter’s UMC 
“as a ministry and place of Divine Spaciousness, a center for learning, serving, and restoring that can flour-
ish”  (the charge I gave the Strategic Planning Team in November, 2009).     
 May this prayer guide us as we cross over into June: Gracious God, the Spirit of life that is closer to us than 
our next breath, continue to stir within us the desire to dream about the future into which you are calling us and to 
walk and work with renewed confidence.  Remind us often that every moment is a great opportunity, and every place 
is the center of your loving embrace.  Amen. 
 

Until next month, 
Tom 
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� In case you haven’t noticed it, our Pastor frequently speaks of his dream of St Peter’s becom-
ing “a place of divine spaciousness – a center for learning, serving, and restoring that can flourish.”   
 I am not sure yet what he means by that, but as I have been thinking about it I ran across the 
following commentary by Margaret McCray  of the Westminster Counseling Center.  It gives me 
some ideas about what Rev. Steffen may be talking about – I hope the rest of you in St. Peter’s are 
reflecting on his hope for the church and thinking about what he is calling us to be. 
 McCray writes:  “Barbara Brown Taylor poses this question. What is saving your life now?  
Her definition of salvation works for me:  Salvation is a word for the divine spaciousness that opens to 
human beings in all the tight places where their lives are at risk, regardless of how they get there or 
whether they know God’s name. It opens a door in what looked for all the world like a wall. This is the 
way of life, and God alone knows how it works…” 
 McCray continues, saying, “As I read those words I asked myself what was saving me current-
ly, and I found that the very act of asking produced a divine spaciousness. What’s saving my life now 
is: 

 

Time to stop and think. 
Time to stop and feel. 
Time to stop and listen. 
Time to stop and be grateful. 
Time to stop and dream. 
Time to stop and pray. 
 

 Simply asking the question made me stop and take time to notice what 
I need, what I have and what I value.”   
 May we all take such time. 
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 On the first Sunday in May, we welcomed 10 
new members into the St. Peter’s family; some of whom 
have been attending here for several years, others are 
relatively newcomers. 
 Karen and Bob Armstead, and their daughter, 
Jessie, stood alongside Kat and Jim Schweitzer at the 
8:30 a.m. communion service and joined St. Peter’s.   
 During the 10:30 service, Millie Andresen, 
Darlene Bowerman, Amy Tan-Chan, Bev Wasdo and 
Dottie Calvert pledged their commitment to the church 
by joining.   
 In the coming months we will be introducing 
you to our newest members, so watch the July and Au-
gust Keys for more information. 
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The following questions are from a recent GED 
examination  These are real answers from 16 year 
olds. 

Q. How is dew formed? 
A. The sun shines down on the leaves 
and makes them perspire. 

Q. How can you delay milk turning sour? 
A. Keep it in the cow.    

Q. What is the fibula? 
A. A small lie. 

Q. What is a turbine? 
A. Something an Arab or Sheik wears on 
his head. 

       Q. Give the meaning of the term Caesarean 
            Section. 
             A. The caesarean section is a district  
             in Rome. 
        Q. What does the word benign mean?  
              A. Benign is what you will be after you 
              be eight .   
        Q. Name the four seasons. 
             A. Salt, pepper, mustard and vinegar. 

 
 
 
 
 The 16 M&M’s at Tapatio Mexican Res-
taurant on May 5th 
could add one more 
“season”; chili!  Things 
should cool down 
somewhat June 2nd, 
when M&M’s gather at 
Beach Café, 1270 Ca-
rillon Point in Kirkland.  
Beach Café is right on the shores of Lake Washing-
ton and patrons have a lot of windows through 
which to enjoy the lake.   
 Now is the time for you to join with others 
from St. Peter’s for fun, food, fellowship and a 
beautiful view of Lake Washington; not necessarily 
in that order!  Our reservation is at 11:45 and ride 
sharing people will leave St. Peter’s at 11:15.  
C’mon out and see Methodists with their hair 
down!  Contact Reva or Roger Allington at 425-
373-1370 or rogerallington@yahoo.com for more 
information, for ride share assistance or to solidify 
the reservation head count. 
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� On May 22nd, we recognized and 
celebrated the accomplishments of Brett 
Jory, Saul Spady, Adora Wood, Erica 
Wright and Laura Wyatt , as they prepare to 
graduate and take the next step in their lives.  
 Brett is Jane Enns’ grandson 

(mother is Jane’s daughter, Connie) and, after graduating 
from Edmonds Woodway High School on June 17th, will be 
heading to BYU to begin summer classes.  Saul, Dick and 
Lou Spady’s grandson and Jim and Fawn’s son, graduated 
Cum Laude from Chatman University with a degree in TV 
Production and Advertising.  Jennifer Wood’s daughter, 
Adora, is graduating from Interlake High School and plans to 
attend the Horticulture program at Lake Washington Tech-
nical School.  Erica will be heading to the Big Apple after 
Interlake graduation ceremonies, where she will live with an 
aunt and pursue her dreams.  Laura, also an Interlake gradu-
ate, will leave on June 16th to join her father in Indiana, 
where she will attend a vocational school.   
 We wish our graduates the very best for a job well 
done! 

� ������
��	�!�	��"��#���
 
 The children in Sunday Stud-
ies have raised enough money to pur-
chase 15 ducks for needy third world 
families through World Vision. 
 During worship on May 8th, 
Marissa Gaston told the congrega-
tion that $90 dollars had been raised 
to purchase the ducks with enough 
left over to buy more in the future. 
 Great job kids! 
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Serving Breakfast to the Homeless 
 
 The church van will be taking vol-
unteers to Seattle First United Methodist 
Church on Sunday morning, June 26th to 
serve breakfast to homeless people.  There 
are usually 250 to 300 people served a hot 
breakfast each Sunday.  We leave St. Peter’s 
at 7 a.m., arriving at Seattle First by 7:30 to 
help with last minute table setting or filling 
juice and coffee pitchers then, after a short 
meeting and prayer, at 8 a.m. we begin serv-
ing breakfast to those gathered at the tables.  
By 9 or 9:15, most of the guests have been 
served and we begin clearing tables.  The 
van arrives back at St. Peter’s in time for our 
own church service.  This experience brings 
us in touch with the basic roots of our faith 
in responding to Jesus’ command to “Feed 
my sheep.”  The physical work is therapeu-
tic and at times we are able to talk to guests 
about why we are there, what they are seek-
ing, or just listen to how they are doing. 
 Call Pat King (425-396-5141) if 
you would like to help. 
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� St. Peter’s was well represented this year at the 
Bellevue CROP Walk hosted by Bellevue First Congre-
gational Church.  With the wet weather, there were no-
ticeably fewer participants from other churches but 
close to 25 St. Peter’s members were there turning in 
the donations they had raised, then walking a 3.5 mile 
route in Bellevue with CROP signs to raise awareness 
of world hunger and Church World Services. 
 In a variety of ways, Church World Services 
provides aid to victims of natural disasters, the hungry, 
the thirsty and the poor. Hopelink in Bellevue is the re-
cipient of 25% of the funds raised locally and the other 
75% is distributed by Church World Services to provide 
expertise and equipment for establishing clean drinking 
sites or begin a sustainable agricultural or home-based 
business.  Other activities of this 
charity are working for justice and 
educational opportunities for peo-
ple in impoverished countries. 
 After this year’s walk, 
John Fountain provided a barbe-
que for our participants.  John’s 
widely varied work around our 
church is very appreciated and he 
is a blessing to us.  
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 St. Peter’s annual spring Yard Sale was great!  Many hours of dedicated work were 
contributed to the event by a host of St. Peter’s members.  John Fountain headed the list of 
volunteers as the “brains” behind the project and chief person in charge.  Others, but certainly 
not all, of our volunteers included:  Rich and Joe Ann Rucker, Wayne and Dianne Lam-
bert, Amy Tan Chan, Jai Ling and Jai Wen, Helen Engebretson, Jane Sessions, Jim 
Mullen, Rachel Hall, Betty Iwamoto, Jim Ellis, Ed Peterson, Jane Sogge, Jan Bailey, 
Carol Jones, Lorna Fosth, Terry Patrick , Darlene Bowerman, Bev Wasdo, Shirley Lum-
ry , Diana Wilson, Vicki Bridwell , Jack Hart, John Mahoney, Jack McPherson, Dottie 
Calvert, Donna Kenney, Sherry Magnuson, Carol Benedict, Winkie Jaccard, Jennifer 
Wood and the Youth Group. 
 The Yard Sale has grown each year since it began in 2008 as a Mission and Outreach 
Ministry Group fundraiser to meet St. Peter’s commitment of sending $1,000 annually to the 
General Board of Global Ministries in support of Rev. Devi Bhujel establishing Methodist 

churches in Nepal. The sale has gone from 1 to 2 days and the income has increased from just over $1,000 
that first year to this year’s income of over $3,600.  The increased income has enabled Mission and Outreach 
to disburse funds not only for the support of Rev. Bhujel but also to the General Fund of St. Peter’s, as well 
as donations to the Breakfast for the Homeless at Seattle First Methodist and, through Ed Peterson when he 
was in Nepal, to a fund to build a Methodist church in memory of Devi’s late wife, Karuna. 
 Events such as the annual Yard Sale are not only a way of making money but also are a great time 
for members of the church to work together in Christian Fellowship, get to know each other better and feel a 
great sense of accomplishment in being part of furthering the work of the church. 
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 Jesus made a quick return to 
earth for a visit. He came upon a lame 
man, had compassion on him, and 
healed his leg. Further down the road, 
Our Lord came upon a blind man, had 
compassion on him, and healed him. 
A little further down the road, Jesus 
came upon a man sitting on the curb 
sobbing his heart out. Jesus asked him 
what was wrong. The man cried out in 

agony, “I’m a pastor!”  Jesus sat down beside him, 
put his arm around him… and cried too. 
  

This story does not tell us what the pastor is crying 
about; perhaps it was because his congregation 
failed to pray for the mission of the church.  Per-
haps it was because there were too few members 
worshiping in church on Sundays.  Perhaps he was 
distressed because offerings and other gifts to the 
church were less than needed to fulfill the mission 
of the church.  Or it could be because too few peo-
ple turned out to assist with “hands-on” projects 
associated with the church’s mission.  In short, the 
pastor (and Jesus?) are crying because we are fail-
ing to live up to our pledge;  “to uphold St. Pe-
ter’s by our prayers, our presence, our gifts and 
our service.” 

Remember; “Every Member, Every Year” 
makes a pledge. 
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     All the women of 
the church are invited 
to attend the annual 
UMW Ladies Night 
Out on Wednesday, 
June 8th, 6 p.m. at Big 

Fish Grill in Kirkland (formerly Newport Bay 
Grill). 
 There will be a sign up in the narthex, or 
call the church office and leave your name.  Car-
pooling will be available if needed. 
 We can guarantee lots of laughter and 
good food!   Go to www.thebigfishgrill.com to 
preview their menu.  
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 We are pleased to be hosting the String 
Quartet Music Camp at St. Peter’s from June 
27th—July 1st.  Musicians will meet in 5 rooms 
of the church each day from 10A—2P so please 
do not schedule a daytime meeting or event 
without checking with the office.   
 The students will perform for us at 7 
p.m. on Friday evening, July 1st, as a thank you 
for use of the church.  There is no charge for the 
concert and is open to the public. 
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� The Country Store is open for business 
on Sunday, June 5th after 10:30 a.m. worship.  
As in the past, bring your homegrown vegeta-
bles and flowers, homemade baked goods, 
crafts or collectibles to church on Sunday 
mornings throughout the summer.  Set a price 
or suggested donation.  Take home what 
doesn’t sell.  Proceeds benefit the General 
Fund.  See Sue Cullor with questions. 
�
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�� We made $256 from the sale of the Taco 
Time Coupon Books last month.  Thanks to 
everyone who took and/or bought the books. 
This was a wonderful fundraiser...it didn’t 
cost us a thing and the value was great! 

 
�� Young man looking for a room:  Rev. Wes 

Arms has been in contact with a June gradu-
ate of his alma mater who will be relocating 
from Chicago to Bellevue soon.  He is begin-
ning a career with Ford Motor Company in 
Bellevue and is looking for an affordable 
room-to-let on a temporary basis while he 
gets to know the area and decides where to 
rent.  If you would like to help him, or know 
of someone who can, please call Wes at 1-
253-851-2280. 

 
�� Diana Wilson is looking for helpers to cook 

chicken for the July Crossroads Feeding.  
You may cook the chicken on July 9th or 
10th at church or in your home and return it 
to church by 2 p.m. on Monday, July 11th.  
She needs 3 helpers to cook 10 pounds each 
of chicken in Yoshida sauce, or one willing to 
do all 30 pounds.  Everything is provided 
except the foil to cover the pans.  Call Diana 
for all the details (425-641-3297). 

 
�� Kitchen Emergency Lever Installed.  We 

now have new pipes in the kitchen which 
have turned our sometimes ‘hazy’ water into 
clear, sparkling liquid.  As an extra feature, 
there is a yellow emergency lever under the 
sink by the microwave which will turn off all 
the water to the kitchen in case of a burst pipe 
or other water leak.  Thank you to the Trus-
tees for this improvement and to Jack Hart, 
who spent over 4 hours at the church oversee-
ing the workers from start to finish. 
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1 
9A-12:30P CC 
 
4-7P Youth 
7-9P T.A.G. 
Mtg 

2 
9A-12:30P CC 
11:45A 
M&M’s 
 

3-4P Study 
Group 
 

7:30P Choir 

3 
 
 
 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

4 

5 
Communion 
Last 8:30A 
serv. until fall 
 
6-8P BSA Par-
ents Mtg. 

6 
9A TOPS 
 
12P Bible 
Study 
 
 
7P Rte 66 

7 
9A-12:30P CC 
 
6:15P Kinder-
ing 
6:30P BSA 
7P M&O 

8 
9A-12:30P CC 
 
4-7P Youth 
 
6P Ladies 
Night Out @ 
Big Fish Grill 

9 
9A-12:30P CC 
 
3-4P Study 
Group 
 
7:30P Choir 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

11 

12 
Pentecost 
10A Srvc. be-
gins 
 
4P Srvc. @ 
Sunrise Asst’d 
Living 

13 
9A TOPS 
12P Bible 
Study 
UMM Xds 
Meal 
 
7P Rte 66 

14 
9A-12:30P CC 
 
6:30P BSA 
7P Trustees 
7P Investment 

15 
9A-12:30P CC 
 
4-7P Youth 

16 
9A-12:30P CC 
 
 
7:30P Choir 

17 
 
 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

18 
 
4P Tamil—S. 
Suresh 

19 
Trinity Sunday 
Father’s Day 
Birthdays 
 
10:45A Srvc 
@ Xrds Retire-
ment 

20 
9A TOPS 
 
Keys deadline 
 
7P SPR 
7P Rte 66 

21 
9A-12:30P CC 
 
6:15P Kinder-
ing Mtg. 
6:30P BSA 
7P Finance 

22 
9A-12:30P CC 
 
4-7P Youth 

23 
9A-12:30P CC 
 
7:30P Choir 

24 
 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

25 

26 
7:30A Break-
fast to the 
Homeless-Sea. 
1st UMC 

27 
9A TOPS 
 
7P Rte 66 

28 
9A-12:30P CC 
 
6:30P BSA 

29 
9A-12:30P CC 
 
4-7P Youth 

30 
9A-12:30P CC 
 
 

July 1st 
 
7P String Quartet Music  
Camp Concert– Free to the 
 public 

June 2011 
St. Peter’s UMC, 17222 NE 8th Street, Bellevue, WA 98008 

(425) 747-3210  Office Hours: M-F, 9A-12P 
Sunday Services: Worship 10A (summer hrs. begin June 12th) 
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