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 During Jim Collins’ first year on the Stanford faculty (in 1988), he was stung by a comment made by 
Professor John Gardner (celebrated author, former Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare, and founder of 
“Common Cause”).  Collins had asked Gardner how he could become a better teacher, and Gardner supposedly 
replied: “It occurs to me, Jim, that you spend too much time trying to be interesting.  Why don’t you invest more 
time being interested?”  
  
I read this stinging recommendation in Collins’ monograph Good to Great and the Social Sectors (Why Business 
Thinking is Not the Answer), written in 2005.  It was one of the pieces that motivated me to form the Strategic 
Planning Team (in November 2009) and to ask Dick Clark and Jane Sogge to serve as the motivating force be-
hind it.  On Sunday (27 June) during worship, Dick shared a one-page list of recommendations (“St. Peter’s in 
2011, Anticipating 2020”), which will serve as the first of several attempts over the next several months to com-
municate the discoveries, insights, and recommendations of the Strategic Planning Team.  Please carefully reflect 
on these recommendations presented in this issue of The Keys.  I hope they will motivate you to enter into the 
exciting conversations now taking place. 
 
 On 1 June, I submitted a document to the Strategic Planning Team, which summarized a few observa-
tions and conclusions that I have formed over the last eight months, and the steps I recommend that we take.  One 
of the conclusions I have reached is that we, like so many mainline churches, have a tendency to talk about Jesus 
as a group that stays at the center of the inside and at the edge of the outside.  As a minister trained in the late 
1970’s and early 1980’s, I have the tendency to do the same thing.  I can easily spend 30 of my 50-hour work 
week managing the institutional church, supporting its members and its facilities, and never leave the church of-
fice.  But an authentic missional church and pastor develops ways of following Jesus in smaller units of inter-
ested individuals that live at the edge of the inside and at the center of the outside.   
 

 As I begin my third year as your pastor, I’m growing in the conviction that getting to 2020 may be as 
meaningful as arriving at 2020.  On behalf of those who will come after us, I’m praying that we will do every-
thing possible to facilitate the missional church God is conceiving and will birth in our midst.   

      Until next month,  
       Tom 
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 Last year’s church picnic and outdoor service was very successful in meeting 
our goals of visibility to the neighborhood, easy access and enjoyable fellowship.  
Despite the liquid “Seattle Sunshine” we’ve been having in May and June, we know 
for certain, as does every good Northwesterner, that by the end of July we will be 
basking in that bright, golden warmth.   
 We’ll gather on the sidewalk to the south and west of the church at 10:30 a.m. 
on Sunday, July 25th, for a traditional service followed by a summer picnic consisting 
of John Fountain’s grilled chicken, corn and potluck salads and desserts. 
 Please bring your own table service, your favorite salad or dessert and, if you wish, a folding 
chair and/or a blanket if you want to picnic on the lawn.  You may want to bring outdoor games and toys 
for the kids and active adults.  A donation of $5 per adult, $3 for children is asked for the barbeque. 
Questions?  Please call the church office or Pat King (425-396-5141). 
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 On Sunday, June 13th, we honored and celebrated the accomplishments of Stephen 

Fountain and Michael Grate, as they graduated and are preparing for the next step in their lives. 
 Stephen, John Fountain’s son, graduated from Newport High School and plans to at-

tend Bellevue College this fall, as a stepping stone to attend The Art Institute of  Seattle.   
 Steve Grate’s son, Michael, graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree from The Evergreen 
State College.  His triple major was in Business, Life Science-Human Biology, and Environmental Stud-
ies.  He plans to study abroad this fall among indigenous peoples along the Mekong River of Vietnam, 
Laos, Cambodia and Thailand, focusing on sustainable farming practices.  
 Stephen and Michael were each given a gift card from Amazon.com, along with St. Peter’s best 
wishes for a  “job well done!” 

 During the month of June, we at St. Peter’s 
church have been sharing our facility with the 
homeless women of The Sophia Way on Friday and 
Saturday nights.  Volunteers have also been provid-
ing meals for the women. The women have been 
grateful for dinners ranging from spaghetti 
and meatballs to a baked potato bar and Chi-
nese salad.  Breakfasts and sack lunches were 
also provided and bottled water to take along 
during the day.  Our secretary, Sue Wiseman, 
also made small, drawstring bags filled with 
toiletries as a welcome gift for each woman. 
 Diana Wilson and Karen Armstead 
did a great job of decorating the North Base-
ment to provide a welcoming feeling, and 
various activities were offered by our women and 
youth group.   
 The women of The Sophia Way particularly 

enjoyed the foot spa offered by Cathy Relyea and 
Karen. 
 To follow up on this mission outreach, we 
will be collecting household goods and clothing dur-
ing July and August for The Sophia Way.  All items 

donated should be new or in “nearly 
new” condition. Clothing may be casual 
and easy-care (not needing dry clean-
ing).  Some job-hunting clothing would 
be helpful.  Household goods would in-
clude linens for the bedroom, kitchen 
and bathroom as well as kitchen necessi-
ties.  Larger items like vacuum cleaners, 
microwaves and ironing boards are wel-
come as well but, please, NO furniture.  

A complete list is posted in the narthex.  Please 
leave your donations in or near the laundry baskets 
in the office.  Call Pat King with questions. 
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 It’s been a while since we snooped 
at other churches’ bulletins; let’s do it 
now!  Of course, none of these come 
from St. Peter’s because we have Sue 
Wiseman! 
 “Remember in prayer the many who are 
sick of our community. Smile at someone who is 
hard to love. Say 'Hell' to someone who doesn't 
care much about you.”  
 � “Don't let worry kill you off - let the 
Church help.”  
 � Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass 
this way again,' giving obvious pleasure to the con-
gregation.”  
 On June 3rd, twenty M&M’s gathered at 
Café Veloce in Kirkland for a good time.  This is 
an Italian restaurant with a motorcycle theme.  

They have two or three full-size European 
motorcycles as part of their décor. 
 On July 1st, M&M’s will gather at 
Tu Casa Family Mexican Restaurant, 
2115 Bel-Red Road in Redmond.  If you 
haven’t been to an M&M’s gathering yet, 
you need to come and try us out.  We gather 

for food, fun and fellowship with no program.  Our 
only business is to decide where we will meet next 
month!   
 We gather on the first Thursday of each 
month at an Eastside restaurant.  Our reservation is 
for 11:45 a.m. Rideshare people leave St. Peter’s at 
11:15 a.m.  Those interested in going should con-
tact Reva or Roger Allington at 425-373-1370 or 
rogerallington@yahoo.com for additional informa-
tion, ridesharing and/or to firm up the head count 
for the restaurant.  Y’all come! 
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  Tony Brown, our former youth 
director, has been officially ordained in the 
United Methodist Church, Holston Confer-
ence.  The event took place on Sunday, 
June 13th at Lake Junaluska, North Caro-
lina. 
 Tony writes, “This journey began 
in June of 1997.  After finishing my BS, 
MDiv, and Ordination requirements, this is 
the last step to become an ordained elder in 
the United Methodist Church.” 

Tony, and his wife, Starla, live in Maryville, Tennessee, where he 
is pastor of Peck’s Memorial UMC.   If you would like to send your 
congratulations, please address it to:  Rev. Tony Brown, 2438 
Wilkson Pike, Maryville, TN 37803.  
 We post his monthly church newsletter on the main bulletin 
board in the narthex.   

 /
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 '5  (or “The Man in that Dress is NO 
Lady!”) is the title of a free show presented by the Espresso Drama Youth Theatre En-
semble based in Orting.  You are invited to attend this pirate melodrama (and picnic pot-
luck) on Saturday, July 24th at Haller Lake UMC.  The potluck begins at 12:30 p.m. and 
the show starts around 1 p.m. (if it’s raining, the show switches indoors).  Watch for 
more details on the church bulletin board. 
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The Strategic Planning Team (SPT) began work in November 2009 charged to “Reestablish St. Peter’s 
United Methodist Church as a ministry and place of “Divine Spaciousness,” a center for learning, serv-
ing, and restoring that can flourish.”  As SPT members listened to the congregation, read, talked, and 
prayed, we recognized that the people of St. Peter’s are followers of Christ who seek to make disciples, 
serve others, and live joyful lives.  There is general agreement that St. Peter’s is a church in transition 
and that we should move into the future with confidence.   
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
As we look forward to 2011 and beyond, we recommend that we give the following six activities our 
focus and renewed efforts (the order does not reflect priority or sequence): 
 
Practicing Service as Worship 
One Sunday each month we should join for a brief devotion, move into a wide-range of service activi-
ties at and beyond the Crossroads, and conclude with a communal meal and sharing of service experi-
ences. 
 
Communicating and Welcoming 
We should tell the St. Peter’s evolving story through improving signage at the church, initiating appro-
priate advertising, improving the use of technology, and ensuring that the church is, indeed, a welcom-
ing place.  We should communicate with newcomers, welcome them into our faith community, and help 
them find ways that are comfortable and rewarding for them to become involved.   
 
Sustaining Our Commitment to Caring for the Homeless and Hungry 
We should continue to support The Sophia Way and our long standing commitments to several pro-
grams of feeding the hungry, and seek new ways to support the needy at the Crossroads. 
 
Providing Support for Seniors and Others Needing Meaningful Church Affiliation  
We should continue to support social opportunities such as M&Ms, worship services for seniors at Sun-
rise and Crossroads Retirement Homes, and should seek new ways of supporting seniors and others 
through ministries hosted at the church and in other venues. 
 
Developing Collaborative Relationships 
We should work at developing relationships with other UMCs in the area (as well as interfaith and ser-
vice organizations as appropriate) with the aim of developing shared goals for learning, service, and 
worship.   
 
Learning for Personal Development 
We should focus on learning experiences for people of all age by offering opportunities for childcare, 
youth programs, Bible studies, and seasonal small prayer and study groups, with the goal of building 
people’s capacity to serve the spiritual needs of the community.   

------------------------------------ 
During the summer and early fall of 2010, the Strategic Planning Team will share more information 
about each of these areas of activity, looking forward to the 2011 Stewardship Drive when all at St. Pe-
ter’s will have an opportunity to express their desire to participate in these and other activities of the 
church in the community. 
 

For information and to share reactions please talk with one of the members of the SPT: 
  Tom Steffen, Bob Armstead, Karen Armstead, Dick Clark, Jim Ellis,  

Judy Ellis, Gary Hall, Donna Kenney, Cathy Relyea , Jane Sogge 
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 The liturgically appropriate placement of 
the Paschal Candle throughout much of the litur-
gical year (beginning on the Sundays after Pente-
cost, referred to as Sundays in Ordinary Time in 
some churches) is to locate it next to the baptis-
mal font.  It is proper for it to rest in that promi-
nent location (unlit) until it is used for the annual 
celebration of Easter, the Sundays of Eastertide 
through Pentecost, and whenever baptisms, funer-
als, and selected other solemn gatherings through-
out the year are conducted. 
 Since Easter Sunday, 2009, the font has 
rested near the doors to the sanctuary as a reminder 
of the importance of baptism that marks followers 
of Jesus as members of the Body of the Christ.  In 
most mainline churches throughout the world, the 

font stands in the narthex or at the 
doors of the sanctuary to symbolize 
(and serve as a practical reminder) 

that followers of the Christ are asked to profess 
faith and receive water baptism as if “entering 
through a door” into a life of fidelity and service 
(e.g., Mark 16:16; John 3:5).  The Paschal Candle, 
introduced to St. Peter’s (this past Advent) as a 
memorial gift, will rest next to the font as a re-
minder of the light that illumines all who through 
baptism have been crucified and resurrected with 
the Christ.  It will be returned to the chancel during 
the fifty days of Easter, beginning Easter Sunday, 
24 April, and for solemn gatherings throughout the 
year. 
 May the font and Paschal Candle encour-
age you in your journey of faith.  Feel free to touch 
the water as a practical way of remembering and 
giving thanks.    
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 It’s not too early to start planning your projects for our annual 
Christmas Bazaar, which will be held on December 3rd and 4th. 
 Take advantage of summer fruits and vegetable bounty and 
make jams, jellies, and relishes!  Scour your cookbooks for mouth-
watering recipes….fudge….cookies….cakes!  Pull out those craft kits 
for gift ideas!  Dust off the collectibles and set them aside for our Col-
lectibles Corner! 
 And be sure to watch upcoming Keys for more information on 
how you can be a part of our holiday bazaar!    
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 When was the last time you checked out our Pacific 
Northwest United Methodist Church website?  Did you know 
that it contains Local and District Events going on during the 
month, including summer camps for all ages?  The Channels 
newsletter? Annual Conference daily reports?  How other 
churches are becoming involved in mission work? 
 The site is very easy to navigate and is intended both for 
Methodists and those seeking to know more about the Methodist 
faith.  You are also able to donate online to Advance relief and 
give St. Peter’s credit for your donation.  
 While you’re surfing, be sure to catch a wave and surf 
on over to www.pnwumc.org to read how Methodists are in-
volved in our community, district and internationally. 
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©©©©    Eileen & Janet Kouba  
© Sara Lambert 
© Margaret Pratt  
© Our military personnel, both here & 

overseas:  Lea and Bob Martin’s son, Bob 
Martin Jr. ( private sector), Barbara 
Arneson’s grandson-in-law, Kevin Turner ,  
and Carol Benedict’s nephew, Chris Allen 
(Iraq).  Our missionary leaders, volunteers 
and those who are working to make the 
world a better place in which to live and 
worship, including Rev. Devi Bhujel and 
Julie Dahl. 

 
During the summer months, please email your 
prayer requests, changes and updates for the 
Prayer Letter to Anne Beishline at:  
beish@mindspring.com. 
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�� Our Child Care Center will be closed for the 

months of July and August to give director, 
Jane Sessions, and her dedicated volunteers a 
summer break.  The center will be open again 
after Labor Day in September. 

 
�� Request from the office:  When leaving some-

thing in the office, i.e. a bag of material, an 
empty vase, etc., please leave a note so that we 
know who it’s going to and/or where it’s com-
ing from.  It will help to keep the counter clut-
ter-free, and make sure that the item gets to its 
final destination quickly.  Thanks! 

 
�� Our youth did an amazing job during 

Graduation Sunday on June 13th.  We are so 
proud of Leticia “Blue” Green , Alexander 
“Apple” Nault (who provided the sermon), 
Adora Wood, Erica Wright and Laura 
Wyatt .  You did a great job and we thank you 
for sharing your talents. 

 
�� Lea and Bob Martin have reached their desti-

nation and are settling in to their new home.  
You may write the Martins at: 16061 Hickory 
Hills Dr, Lindale, TX 75771. 

 
�� Barbara Arneson has made the move to The 

Gardens at Towne Square.  Her new address is:  
933-111th Ave NE #303, Bellevue, WA 98004.  
Phone is: 425-256-0716. 

����
�����$���	����!��:���
 

09 Marilyn Stevens 
11 Joan Nicholson 
12  Roger Allington 
 Gerry Hodge 
22 Diana Wilson 
24  Ward Beishline 
30 Juli Steffen 
31  Anthony Bowker 
 Beth Eng 
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1 Jan & Fred Bailey (44 yrs) 
21 Anthony & Stacy Bowker (6 yrs) 
26 Dick & Anne Beishline (47 yrs) 
 
If we’ve  forgotten your birthday or 

anniversary, please call the office so we may 
correct our records.  We celebrate birthdays 
the 3rd Sunday of each month.  We hope 
you’ll join us...and we promise not to tell 
your age! 

 Our prayers are with the family and 
friends of Mildred McKinnie , who passed away 
on Tuesday, June 15th from complications of 
pneumonia.  A memorial service was held on 
June 19th at Fairwinds, where she had lived for 
several years. 
 Mrs. McKinnie was a talented quilter 
and author, and donated several of her stunning 
quilts to St. Peter’s for various fundraising 
events.    Cards may be sent to her daughter, Dr. 
Jean Sanders, 1700—187th Avenue NE, Belle-
vue, WA 98008. 
 “Her contributions to this church and to 
many, through her love and service, was a gift to 
us all.”  Anne Beishline 



July, 2010 
St. Peter’s UMC, 17222 NE 8th Street, Bellevue, WA 98008 

(425) 747-3210, Office Hours M-F, 9A-12P 
Worship includes Saturday Frankincense at 5P and 10A Sunday Service 

Music Camp 
10A-2P 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
11:45A M&M’s 

2 
7P Music 
Camp Concert 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

3 
 
 
 
5P Frankincense 

4 
Communion 
 
The Country 
Store is Open! 

5 
Office Closed 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
6:15P Kindering 
6:30P BSA 
7P M&O Mtg. 

7 
 
4-6:30P Youth 

8 9 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

10 
 
5P Frankincense 

11 
 
The Country 
Store is Open! 
 
 
4P Sunrise 
Asst’d Living 

12 
9A TOPS 
 
 
UMW Meal 
 

13 
 
6:30P BSA 
7P Investment 
7P Trustees 

14 
 
4-6:30P Youth 

15 16 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

17 
 
5P Frankincense 

18 
Birthdays 
 
The Country 
Store is Open! 

19 
9A TOPS 
 
7P Rte. 66 
 
Keys Deadline 

20 
 
6:15P Kindering 
6:30P BSA 
7P Finance 

21 
 
4-6:30P Youth 

22 23 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

24 
 
5P Frankincense 

25 
10:30A Out-
door Picnic & 
Worship— 
 
Sorry, no ants 
    allowed! 

26 
9A TOPS 
7P Rte. 66 
7P SPR Mtg. 

27 
6:30P BSA 
7P Church 
Council 

28 
 
4-6:30P Youth 

29 30 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

31 
 
5P Frankincense 

As we celebrate Independence Day, let us 
recall St. Paul’s words to the Galatians: 
“You were called to freedom, brothers and 
sisters, only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for self-indulgence…(Galatians 
5:13 NRSV).  May God enable us to use our 
freedom for service and the love of one an-
other.—The Newsletter Newsletter, July 2004 

Vacation Bible School 9 a.m.—12 noon 
Please do not schedule any other day time events this week 

Secretary—Vacation 
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Ministers:   Congregation 
Pastor:  Thomas G. Steffen     (tgsteffen@gmail.com) 
Coordinator of Children & Youth Ministries :  Mia Scherich   (mia.stpeters@gmail.com) 
Church Admin. Asst.:  Sue Wiseman (stpeters1@msn.com) 
Music Director:  Janet Moore 
Organist:   Bob Bailey 
Substitute Organist: Rich Rucker 
Worship Team Director:  Trista Wynne 
Director of Child Care Center: Jane Sessions (email: jane-sessions@hotmail.com) 
Child Care Reservations Line:  425-443-5897 
Sunday Nursery Care provided by:  Jennifer Swanson & Kimberly Smith  
Janitorial Team:  Teresa and Oscar Avalos 

 
All KEYS articles must be in by Monday, July 19th for the  
August newsletter. The Keys is posted to the website each month.   
If you would prefer the Keys mailed to your home, please call the church office to arrange for postage.     

 

 
St. Peter’s United Methodist Church 
17222 NE 8th Street, Bellevue, WA 98008 
Church: 425-747-3210  Fax:  425-747-3789 

Website:  www.stpetersumc.net—the website calendar is updated each Friday. 
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Outdoor Worship on July 25! 
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At this time, Joe Ann is hard at 
work, calling on volunteers.  

Please refer to the Liturgists and 
Usher sheet in the narthex for 

July assignments. 


