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Devotional Thought for the New Year

As | write this devotional, | am still pondering the gospel readingh®Fourth Sunday of Ad-
vent, which includes Mary’s unique song, known to the world as the “Magrifésatecorded in Luke
1:46b-55. The more | read this passage, the more | am struck with thetimratizat Mary’s song
serves us well as a prelude to a new year!

Close readers of the biblical text draw our attention to the verb tensksy’s song. One
would expect to find the verbs she uses to be in the future tense, foretehgtahe coming One
would do. But Mary spoke as if the promise had already come true. “He has stemgthstr.he has
scattered the proud....brought down the powerful....He has filled the hungry....sechtheray
empty...” Might this be a reflection of how God must see things, time divideithto past and future
but simply as the ongoing mystery of grace unfolding? We can only wonder.

Barbara Brown Taylor writes: “Without a sonogram, without a husband, witleoyarents’
consent or a signed statement from God - ‘This child is really mine, stapgrfan of this girl and her
strange explanation,” Mary sings. She sings ahead of time. Simply on ars amg&dtion, she steps
out on to the dance floor and begins her song and dance ahead of time and does naenaivialss
great mystery will play out.”

As you and | live out the days of 2010, let us rededicate ourselseggtog ahead of time
Even though 2010 is yet unknown to us, its days, weeks, and months as foggy as a Bellevue wint
morning, may God give us the grace to sing our way into the uncertain days #tegdid. The old
spiritual reminds us that we do not know the future, but we can trust in the Orields it. As Mary
sang long ago, let us sing today: The Spirit has come upon us. God has lookedowibi fas, and all
generations will call us blessed. The Mighty One has done great things, aml®ot’s name.

Happy New Year to one and all.
Until next month,
Tom



The Paschal Candledles and illumination come from

while initially used
only at Easter, is
used to celebrate a

the Paschal Candle representing
Christ as the Light of the World.

The St. Peter’'s Paschal

number of special occasions. AtCandle is in memory of theev-

St. Peter’s has been

Christmas, the Candle representsrend Edward J. Pollard, a Dis-

blessed with a Paschal Candle, &hrist coming as the Light of theciples of Christ minister, who
large single candle which repre-World and is used through Epiplwas a very good friend éteva

sents Christ as the Light of the any, the baptism of Christ. At

andRoger Allington. Reverend

World. “Paschal’ comes from Pentecost the Candle represent®ollard never delivered a mes-
the Hebrew word for “Passover”the coming of the Holy Spirit likesage at St. Peter’s but he did at-

and represents the lamb that wa&ongues of fire” when 5,000
sacrificed by the Hebrews in
Egypt prior to their Exodus.
Christ is our Paschal Lamb, beingandle is the first light illumi-
sacrificed for the salvation of all nated after the darkness of the
people. crucifixion. All other Easter can-

tend theFood for Body and Soul
were added to the band of beliewlonday Bible Study and sing in
ers. At Easter time, the Paschalthe choir during a visit to Belle-
vue.

Alaska, about 50 miles west
of the Canadian border.)
On Nov. 22, Roger
Allington related an anec-
dote with respect to the pride
In the process of admin-of Native communities. Through
istrating her Aunt Emma’s will, a series of circumstances the
Reva Allington ended up with a Chilkat Indians of Klukwan, near
number of Bibles which no one Haines, Alaska, were forced to
claimed. Based on her 45 yearsselect their Alaska Native Claims
in Alaska, Reva was aware that Settlement Act lands from an
some of the native villages couldrea 200 miles south, which had
use Bibles and inspirational ma-traditionally been Haida territory.
terials. Janice Stamper, ariend One of the Chilkat Elders, when
from the Northern Light Church,advised of this situation, ex-
had done a 2-year mission in  claimed with distain: “Are the
Savoonga on St. Lawrence Islargtoud Chilkats going to select
in the Bering Sea. She had re- land from the Haida?!”
guested Bibles and devotional Roger then asked our
materials for that local church. congregation “if the United
Through a series of Methodists of St. Peter’'s were
events, we were reminded that too proud to donate Bibles and
theRev. Mary Ann Warden, a other devotional materials to the
former Inupiat Associate Pastor Kaktovik PresbyterianChurch?”
at Northern Light, had returned tdhe answer was a resounding
Barrow, her home town. We fi- “No!” and over a 2-week period,
nally contacted Mary Ann at the 44 pounds of Bibles and other
Kaktovik Presbyterian Church owlevotional materials were sent to
Barter Island and she said yes t&®kev. Mary Ann Warden at Kak-
receiving the Bibles and other tovik Presbyterian Church!
devotional materials. (Barter Thank you, St. Peter’s,
Island is on the north coast of for your generosity!

The 2010
flower cal-
endar is in
the church
office.
Please use a
pencil when signing up for
Sunday flower dedications.
The cost to dedicate flowers is
$20, unless more elaborate
arrangements are requested.
Call the office with questions.

Church Council:

Jason Farmer
Staff Parish Relations:

Steve Grate
Worship & Arts:

Joe Ann Rucker
Mission/Outreach:

Pat King
Lay Leader:

Arul Daniel
Education, Finance, Trustees:

To be determined
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The 10:30 a.m. worship service on Sun-
day, January 24th, will feature the reading of
“The Weight of Glory” by actorDavid Suchet
Rev. Tom was on sabbatical in Oxford during
July, 1998 and was present for the re-enactment
of C.S. Lewis’ most famous sermon at Oxford
University Church of St. Mary the Virgin. At the
re-enactment, David Suchet gave a personal wit-
ness to the power of the Gospel and indicated
that he became a follower of the Christ while
filming on location in Seattle, Washington.

Small world, indeed.

Following the presentation of “The
Weight of Glory” in the sanctuary, we will retire
to the fellowship hall fohigh tea and fellow-
ship. RoseandJack Hart will be our lead hosts
and ask you to practice “holding your little finger
high in the air.” This will be a moving day of
worship and lots of fun following the service.

“The Weight of Glory” is thought by
many to be one of the most important sermons
ever preached. C. S. Lewis preached it at the
invitation of Canon T.R. Milford at Solemn
Evensong in the I2century Oxford University
Church of St. Mary the Virgin on June 8th, 1941.
That night's evensong prayer service gathered
one of the largest congregations ever assembled
there in modern times. The sermon was later
published in November, 1941. Copies of the ser-
mon will be on hand in the narthex.

For additional information, see the fol-
lowing links (one for the C.S. Lewis Institute and
one concerning British actor David Suchet):
http://www.cslewisinstitute.org/index.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Suchet

Let's begin the new year with a fey
deep thoughts for those who take life wa
too seriously.....
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Save the whales — collect the @
whole set!
A day without sunshine is like ... night.
99% of lawyers give the rest a bad name.
Half the people you know are below average.
He who laughs last thinks slowest.
OK, so ... what's the speed of dark?
When everything is coming your way, you're
in the wrong lane.

Evidently 21 M&M'’s were in the right
lane to get to Olive Garden in Kirkland on De-
cember 3rd where a good time was had by all.
OnJanuary 7,the first Thursday in 2010, we
will gather atBellevue Grille, 100 119 Ave NE
in Bellevue. The Bellevue Grille is next to the
Sheraton Hotel with lots of parking. Our reserva-
tion is for 11:45 a.m. and all should come to wel-
come in the New Year! M&M'’s is a gathering
whose sole purpose is to allow St. Peter's mem-
bers to get to know each other better. There are
no programs and seldom any serious discussions
except to determine where we will gather next
month! All are welcome! Conta&evaor
Roger Allington at 425-373-1370 or rogeralling-
ton@yahoo.com for information, head count or
to arrange ridesharing.
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Save the date and mark your calendars
for our Agape Breakfast on'Saturday; February
3 from 9 a.m.—12 p.m.

The theme isListening To Your Heart”
and our featured speaker will Karen Arms
stead PhD, who is a business and personal con-
sultant.

This will be a time of reflection and in-
spiration. You are encouraged to bring your
friends and relatives. We will’be sharing
breads, fruit and cheese platters. More informa-
tion in next month’s Keys.



" &&* % .(

Our thanks to everyone who donated
during our Thanksgiving Food drive to
benefit the food bank at Hope Link.
Over 300 pounds of food and toiletries
were delivered bWayne Lambert.

The Altar Guild transformed the sanctu-
ary into a place of beauty for the Season
of Advent. Thank you to Altar Guild
memberspPianne Lambert, Anne
Beishline, Maxine Jurcan, Vicki

Bridwell andRosemary Clark. They
were assisted b§im andJudy Ellis and
Wayne Lambert. The wonderful
Christmas tree with lights was set up by
Juli andRev. Tomand received as a
donation to the church from tirhelps
family.

Congratulations to Shirley Lumry who
was one of those honored for their volun-
teer work with Overlake Senior Care
during a Connections luncheon on Dec.
9th . Shirley teaches a “Matter of Bal-
ance” class and also assists with the
Walk for Life program.

The Church Council meeting dates

have changed from the first Tuesday of
every other month to the fourth Tuesday.
In January, the Council will meet on
Tuesday, January 26th at 7 p.m.

Please noteno 8:30 a.m. Communion
service on Jan. 24th so that everyone
may attend the 10:30 a.m. worship.

The womenof the Church of Mary Mag-
dalene were thrilled with your donations
of toys for their children, and the gifts of
money to buy new pairs of shoes for
them. Thank you t&aren Armstead

for being Santa and delivering them in
time for their holiday party.

Don andCarol Jonesgive many thanks

to Fellowship Group F. “It has been
wonderful the way things always seemed
to fall into place. Thanks to all for the
goodies and the help in the kitchen.”
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03 Jan Bailey
13 Harv Ritchey
14 David Lindberg
24 Lorna Fosth
26 Lea Martin

If we have forgotten your birthday or wed-
ding anniversary, please contact the office so
we may correct our records. We celebrate
birthdays the third Sunday of each month.
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Bill Croft and family

Eileen & Janet Kouba

Sara Lambert

Margaret Pratt

Our military personnel, both her

& overseas. Prayers fbhea and

Bob Martin’s son,Bob Martin Jr. ( private
sector),Dan andElba Raven’'snephew,
Andrew, andCarol Benedict's nephew
Chris Allen (Irag). Our missionary leaders,
volunteers and those who are working to
make the world a better place in which to
live and worship, includingRev. Devi
Bhujel andJulie Dahl.
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If you would like to be part of St. Peter’'s Prayer
Team and receive the Prayer Letter via email
each Thursday, please contact the church office.
If you don’t have email access, a letter will be
mailed to you each week.

We were saddened to hear tRaith
Croft passed away from pneumonia on Sunday,
Dec. 6th. Ruth was a former member of St. Pe-
ter's and she, along with her husbaBdl,, were
very active in all aspects of St. Peter’s church |life
during the 35 years they were here.

A memorial service was held at Alders
gate UMC on Dec. 14th. Cards may be sent t
Bill at: 960 NW Inneswood PL, Issaquah, WA
98027.
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In an effort to organizing the con- carded, including 1% % &
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make our church a tents of the closet  some of the old, 2
calm, welcoming and starting Thursday af- heavy tables. Rolls of
smooth functioning  ternoon, January ¥4 carpeting and audio-
environment, a clean-and continuing until  visual equipment may
out of the large closetSaturday, January  need to be relocated.
located at the north 16", as needed. Please contact Pat
end of the Fireplace Prior to that King at 425-396-5141
Room will take place date, any person or if you can assist on
in mid-January. group with items in  the afternoon or eve-

Several peo- that closet should getning of January 12
ple, including mem- in touch withPat or day of January 15
bers of the EducationKing who is coordi- or 16" and/or if you !
Ministry Group, nating the cleaning. have concerns about # &
Sherry Magnuson Some items items in the closet. -* %&%
andJane Sessions may need to be relo- 0*

will be sorting and  cated, donated or dis-
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This year the United Methodist Women
presented two Gift to Mission recognitions to

Judy Ellis andSue Cullor for their continued Thank you everyone for your generos-
years of service to their church and the commu- it we collected over $500 for shoes and filled
nity. ALL 20 gift tags for children for the Church of

, Judy has been a charter member of St.  \jary Magdalene Giving Tree. The CMM is so
Peter's and involved in every group and commit- appreciative for the support which St. Peter’s and

tee and an original member of the choir and the UMW give to them throughout the year.
handbell group. She also handles the Memorials Thank you for making a difference for homeless
Committee. women and children this holiday season. The

Sue has been a long time member of St. cpm/Mary’s Place is close to getting a new

Peter's and you will also see her in the choir and gpace to continue their ministry and day shelter.
handbells group. She has been our UMW volun- This is wonderful news!

teer coordinator and meal preparation coordinatol We continue to collect toiletries for the

for the Crossroads Feeding Program as well as a |agjes (small hotel size, please). Mary’s Place
regular volunteer at the Drop In Child Care Cen- pas a wish list which includes foot or hand

ter. cream, fingernail brushes and pumice stones, cro-

Both women give many hours to their  chet hooks, Metro bus tickets and slippers or

for their generosity and commitment to others center’s nurseAmity , is for $5 Bartells’ Gift
Cards so that women who can't afford their pre-
scription medication can get it.



[
P I'# $11% & "##(%!1%' )"# #" 1% '+ |
Y7 % *H- H+UH#)! (0 19%." % *#- + 1 #M
19 . [ " 199 "H™ON 000G I&! B! $* ) )S H) #H)
-'(%! &%' )$0#0"# $00# "1 ''"#$!- )$&-!
2#(Y $& + ""3*"I% 0" 22 1% & %" -)%#
0" ¥4 - Y $H&W  2"))
1-& ** 1% &1% $# -5"$5"$ &% -% &" "#'-(! #"™ %
W2 $# #6!-**' T 1 "&") &% - 5"$
0-*$0 %' % *#- '+ "*0%"I'()&#L* $11% & #*
$-I'"1%)2 &* !
2% -/ 1% 0% (%L ( * - # (44
% OF+#-(0", " %"H. ) ! 1% 2" ) 21#" %
&"-1H#"™(T7$!1")+ 1 % &YH&"-¢'%-(1% #* 29 */
KL AH# (0 (20100 ) Rl %
#-(1% TUT(20&%  22,1& "D ") IGBHSKOS! 1)/
8 9 9 5 1
$ "™ "1 )1 $0-)$"r H-2 ) I11<#) — N

Y1) ) 4$EE - (%= 1962 THYIT L # N2 4

#": &%) -1, . 1 )"+ 18T ¢ -

"I $G S&H*--1M: 220 IS - ) ! & 1%"! 1%

o"("™!" #& % )(.! #&1l " (&%

20 # T -0#T N %L L) D ) SR00Y 1) R

"LV ) SH ,%SH,%/ I51#  *- *) "2 #.,% 1 )-"(

"R Q# (#". " > 00 F--#" 1201 LR S

$-I' @O0/ 8. %'-( B! *%.&#L (2 22/ K"

24 -*

?9 9A < < < " )s #
+ -1 #H %) #1125 % & SLH #1180 M- < +#S"H) 29B/ 8. %, #
% &)$ - LML 4 2 - HSPA% , BB &K A) F&HF ) L( L #T )& L 0L #E

LC-C0MY-(L (=T )(1 &% -
("~ DEE+) "-$"#) D? "21# "$'#
MI0V#F(™/,.G #," >EHB>B9 9 /

$# C #

) [ 8N M2Y$E 1 (10

\] m ,% #l'% 8%' *# "k <||.I ) _r !#I J

#,"QREH - g -RH(-(%'% #0 &-(0 &-(/

-I$#




I "# $!
% &# ' ()& +*&, "#
-+ N #




St. Peter’'s UMC Calendar for January, 2010

Sunday Schedule:8:30-9A Communion Service, 10A Creating for Christ (elementary age),
10:30A Worship (Communion, 1st Sunday of the month)
Frankincense Service5P each Saturday of the month except Communion Sunday weekend.
Food for the Body and Soul Bible StudyMondays from 12-1P.
Youth Group: Wednesday, 4-8:30P

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
What the new year offers? 1 2
A fresh start in the totality of our life "00) & 8P Youth— Star-
A chance to do good things for others, especially older members of the fan "# light Sound
A challenge to read helpful books about living according to God’s plan Dance at Kent
A chance to better control stress and anxiety in body and spirit. UMC
An opportunity to plan better for the future, including the use of our tifemtta 7:30P PNWCF
and possessions.
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Communion 9A TOPS 9A-12:30P Chidcr| 9A-12:30P Chldcr] 9A-12:30P Chldcr| 7:30P PNWCF | 5P Frankincens¢
Sunday No Bible Study 11:45A M&M'’s
6:15P Kindering| 4P Youth Group
7P Rte 66 6:30P BSA 6P Bells
7-8P BSA Par- | 7P UMW 7P M&O Mtg. 7P Choir
ents Mtg. Board
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
8:30A Service | 9ATOPS 9A-12:30P Chidcr| 9A-12:30P Chldcri 9A-12:30P Chidcr| 7:30P PNWCF | 5P Frankincensg
begins 12P Bible Study
UMW Xrds 6:30P BSA 4P Youth Group | 6P Bells
Meal 7P Investment 7P Choir
7P Rte 66 Closet Spring Cleaning
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Birthdays 9A TOPS 9A-12:30P Chlidcr| 9A-12:30P Chlidcr] 9A-12:30P Chider] 7:30P PNWCF | 5P Frankincenst
Keys Articles
Due 6:15P Kindering| 4P Youth Group | 6P Bells
12P Bible Study, 6:30P BSA 7P Choir
7P Rte 66 7P Finance
7P SPR
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
No 8:30A ser- | 9A TOPS 9A-12:30P Chlidcr| 9A-12:30P Chldcr] 9A-12:30P Chlidcrl 7:30P PNWCF | 5P Frankincensg
vice today 12P Bible Study
6:30P BSA 4P Youth Group | 6P Bells
High Tea after | 7P Rte 66 7P Church 7P Choir
worship Council
31 “The Year is closed, the record made,

The last deed done, the last word said.

The memory alone remains

Of all its joys, its griefs, its gains.
And now with purpose full and clear,

We turn to meet another year. — Robert Browning
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LITURGISTS:
Jan. 3 Mia Scherich
Jan. 10
| o " Jan. 17

Jan. 24
# $ % &% Jan. 31

Please check your
schedules & sign
up to volunteer

for a Sunday in
January!

USHERS:
Jan. 3
Jan. 10

" Jan. 17

! # Jan. 24
Jan. 31

. OUR ACOLYTES: (Mia Scherich)
! # Marissa Gaston, Natalie Ng, Ali Nicholson,
Alex Osborne, J.P. Peterson and Zach Ruble

\ Liturgist and Usher Schedules:
$% & ! Sign up sheets are on the main
( ) # bulletin board in in the narthex.

31-'

Ministers: Congregation

Pastor. Thomas G. Steffen Email: tgsteffen@gmail.com

Dir. Of Family Ministries : Mia Scherich(voice mail: 206-517-1043) Email: mia.stpeters@jc@m
Church Admin. Asst.. Sue Wisemafrstpetersl@msn.com)

Music Director: Janet Moore

Organist: Bob Bailey

Substitute Organist Rich Rucker

Handbell Director: Lea Martin

Worship Team Director: Trista Wynne

Nursery Coordinator: Joan Nicholson

Child Care Director: Jane Sessior{smail: jane-sessions@hotmail.com)
Child Care Reservations Line 206-517-7073

Janitorial Team: Teresa and Oscar Avalos

All KEY Sarticles must be in bMonday, January 18thfor the

February newsletter. Th&eysis posted to the website each month. If
you would prefer th&eysmailed to your home, please call the church
office to arrange for postage.

Church Telephone: 425-747-3210 FAX: 425-747-3789
Website: www.stpetersumc.net-the website calendar is updated each Friday.




