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� The season of Advent is upon us, a time of waiting and watching.  We will begin this season with an adapta-
tion of a Celtic “caim,” which is an encircling prayer through which God’s presence is af-
firmed, a symbol of the encircling love of God:  “Keep shadows without and light within; let 
your light shine that we may be saved.  Keep fear without and justice within; comfort, com-
fort your people.  Keep chaos without and life within; may those who sow in tears reap with 
shouts of joy.  Keep despair without and hope within; deliver us that we may rejoice.  Come, 
O Advent God, and reveal your promise in us now.”   
 I hope you will prepare for the weeks of Advent by meditating on the gospel read-
ings, which remind us of the importance of 

 

Staying awake – 27 November: Mark 13:24-37 
Journeying into the desert – 4 December: Mark 1:1-8 
Waiting for the Light – 11 December: John 1:6-8, 19-28 
Looking for the Child of Promise – 18 December: Luke 1:26-38. 

  

 Preparing for Advent allows its days of waiting and watching to help us prepare for Christmas.  Adequate 
preparation will allow us, God willing, to see through Christmas. 
 Christmas is an opening through which we can perceive (and enter) the mystery we refer to as God.  For many 
in today’s world, Christmas can be a struggle.  Instead of an opening to the mysterious story of God’s love affair with 
the cosmos, Christmas has become a materialistic distraction or thought to be a silly season that only naïve children 
dare navigate.  It is appropriate to look through Christmas in the hope of seeing something through it.  To be distracted 
by Christmas – either by mere materialistic impulses or fanciful flights of scientific criticism – is to miss the point. 
 And what if our modern, scientific minds cannot come to terms with these seasons of awe and wonder?  Well, 
I hope we can find comfort in the words of C.S. Lewis, words that have nourished me for most of my adult life: 
 “A man who disbelieved the Christian story as fact but continually fed on it as myth would, perhaps, be more 
spiritually alive than one who assented and did not think much about it.  The modernist – the extreme modernist, 
infidel in all but name – need not be called a fool or hypocrite because he obstinately retains, even in the midst of his 
intellectual atheism, the language, rites, sacraments, and story of the Christians.  The poor man may be clinging…to 
that which is his life….Those who do not know that this great myth became Fact when the Virgin conceived are, 
indeed, to be pitied.  But Christians also need to be reminded…that what became Fact was a Myth, that it carries 
with it into the world of Fact all the properties of a myth.  God is more than a god, not less….For this is the marriage 
of heaven and earth:  Perfect Myth and Perfect Fact – claiming not only our love and our obedience, but also our 
wonder and delight, addressed to the savage, the child, the poet in each one of us no less than to the moralist, the 
scholar, and the philosopher.”   Taken from the essay “Myth Became Fact,” written by C.S. Lewis. 
 

       Until next month, 
        Tom 

�



According to 
the Alaska Depart-

ment of Fish and 
Game, while in the sum-

mer both male and female 
reindeer grow antlers each 

year; male reindeer drop their ant-
lers at the beginning of winter, usu-

ally late November to mid-December. 
Female reindeer retain their antlers until 

after they give birth in the spring.  Therefore, 
according to EVERY historical rendition depict-

ing Santa's reindeer, EVERY single one of them, 
from Rudolph to Blitzen, had to be a female rein-
deer! 
 On November 3rd, 14 M&M’s gathered at 
Mizu Japanese Steakhouse in Tukwila and not all 
were female.  Fifty-seven percent would have had 

antlers if they were reindeer!  
 On December 1st, M&M’s will gather at 
the Keg Steakhouse, 10416 NE 38th Place in Kirk-
land, for a year-end celebration of food, fun and 
fellowship.  This will be the last gathering with 
Reva & Roger as coordinators.  The new coordina-
tors, beginning January 1st, 2012, were selected by 
unanimous consent as they chose to sun in Hawaii 
instead of going to Mizu.   
 This is a fun group and we invite all to join 
us at the Keg on December 1st.  Our reservation is 
for 11:45 am and ride-shares will leave the church 
at 11:15.  For more information, and to get a final 
head count as well as arranging ride-sharing if 
needed, contact Reva or Roger Allington at 425-
373-1370 or at rogerallington@yahoo.com.  Y’all 
come! 
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 In November we 
completed our study series 
on Christians and the Common 
Good.  To summarize briefly, 
our conversation about Charles 
Gutenson’s book, and the re-
view of scripture the book pro-
moted, left us with a couple of 
conclusions.   

1. The consistent teaching of the Bible (old and new Tes-
taments) is that God is concerned for the flourishing of 
all people.  To that end, particular attention must be 
paid to the people on the margins: the poor, sick, home-
less, and lonely.   

2. There is a role for government along with the Church in 
caring for the marginalized.  The challenge is finding 
the right balance and not falling into the trap of believ-
ing that one or the other can do what needs to be done 
without assistance. 

 As we look forward to the Christmas season and to 
the beginning of a new year, we anticipate that St. Peter’s 
will continue to contribute in many ways to serving the 
spiritual and physical needs of the people in our congrega-
tion and in the Crossroad’s community of which we are a 
part. 
 My thanks and appreciation to all who helped make 
2011 such a successful year for our Church. 
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Decorate your Christmas tree. 
Ring a Christmas bell. 
Sing a joyful carol 
With a jubilant noel! 
 
Light your Advent candle wreath. 
Rejoice with friends on Earth. 
Give thanks to God for sending Christ 
In this, His Christmas birth. 
 
Share your joy of Christmas 
And God’s blessings from above. 
Celebrate God’s Graciousness! 
Celebrate God’s Love! 
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 Throughout the year, the UMW bestows a pin on a woman in the church 
who shows leadership and service on behalf of our women’s programs and mission 
outreach.  The award stems from the United Methodist Board of Global Mission.  
During worship service on Sunday, Nov. 13th, we honored (and surprised!) Karen 
Armstead. 
 Karen has been coming to St. Peter’s since 2005 and from the very begin-
ning has been volunteering in a variety of outreach programs and serving on sever-

al committees.  Some, but certainly not all, of her involvement with St. Peter’s include helping to pre-
pare and serve meals at the Salvation Army, speaking at the Agape Breakfast, participating in The 
Church of Mary Magdalene and The Sophia Way organizations (which assist homeless women), chair-
ing the Education Committee (with emphasis on assisting our program leaders for children, teens and 
young adults), and, most recently, spearheading our Pea Patch Garden project. 
 We are truly blessed to have Karen as a member of our church family, and thank her for her 
dedication to the people and programs of St. Peter’s.  In addition to a pin, a donation was made in her 
name to the Women’s Global Board of Missions. 
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 The UMW are planning to re-start our quilting program in January and invite 
all those interested to attend.  We will meet on Saturday mornings—date as yet to be 
decided.  If you have washable fabrics and quilt batting which are suitable to be used 
for making baby blankets please save them for UMW.  We encourage those of you 
who knit or crochet to also join us as we need those kind of blankets as well.    
 We will also be joining a project called “Little 

Dresses for Africa” which uses washable cotton and cotton blend fabrics 
to make little girl’s dresses and little boy’s britches for children in Afri-
ca.  We are collecting pillow cases, new and gently used, which can be 
sewn into little girl dresses.  There will be a collection basket in the 
church office for the pillow cases.  Please see this website for more in-
formation:  http://www.littledressesforafrica.org/blog/. 
 This will be an opportunity for fellowship and service.  You do 
not need to be able to sew to participate.  At our first gathering, we will 
be organizing the project, deciding upon a goal, cutting and preparing 
the fabrics, having a fellowship time and, of course, some food.  Please look for details in the January 
Keys and in the church bulletin.  Monetary donations towards this project would be greatly appreciated 
also,  as the cost of fabric and supplies has increased significantly.  Questions and donations of fabric 
and money? Please contact Diana Wilson, 425-641-3297 or dwilson2009@comcast.net.�
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 The United Methodist Women’s Board invites all women of the church 
to meet with us on Friday, Dec. 9th at 6 p.m. as we do some brainstorming and 
make plans for UMW activities and events for the rest of the program year.  
Check with UMW President, Betty Vene McConnell or Vice President, Shirley 
Lumry if you have questions. 
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 The office has ordered 25, 2012 spiral bound Prayer Calendars and is offering them for sale.  
They are 9x7.5” and include daily lectionary readings, lists of prayer focus, images, prayers and stories 
to inspire, as well as generous daily space to write appointments and reminders.  The calendars are pro-
duced by the Global United Methodist Women and, in addition to personal use, would make a lovely 
gift.  Cost is $10 each.  Make your check out to St. Peter’s with “Prayer Calendar” in the memo section.  
Calendars are located on the credenza in the office. 
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 It’s feeling more and more like hearty winter soup time and the UMW 
‘elves’ have been busy putting together our famous St. Peter’s Bean Soup that 
they will offer for sale during Fellowship Time on Sunday, December 4th.  Stock 
up on this delicious St. Peter’s standby because the winter forecast calls for cold, 
cold weather during the next few months. 
 You are also invited to contribute holiday crafts and bake sale items. Your 
items need to be priced and packaged, if necessary, by you and ready to sell. 
Bring them on the day of the sale, December 4th.  This is a one-day sale, so please 
pick up any of your unsold items before leaving coffee hour.  
 This mini-bazaar is sponsored by our UMW to benefit local, national, and 

global mission projects.  Questions?  Check with Betty Vene McConnell or Shirley Lumry .  
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The Country 
Store is com-
ing back, just 
in time for the 
holidays. The 
store will be 
open after 
worship from 
Sunday, Dec. 
11th through 

Sunday, January 8th. 
 As we’ve done in the past, you are 
responsible for bringing items in and taking 
them home after Fellowship Hour.  It is very 
important that what doesn’t sell on Sunday 
morning be removed from the church that 
day. 
 This is a great opportunity to ‘re-
gift’ holiday decorations and treasurers, 
while making money for our General Fund.  
Questions?  Call Sue Cullor for answers. 
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 An attorney was helping a client get an FHA loan to build a house on property in Louisiana.  
The FHA said the loan would be approved as soon as the client had clear title to the property.  The attor-
ney researched the title which showed ownerships back to 1803.  When this information was transmitted 
to FHA the bureaucrat responded that the attorney needed to show ownership prior to 1803. 
The attorney responded: 
 

· In 1803 the United States acquired title to Louisiana from France through purchase. 
· France obtained title to Louisiana by right of conquest over Spain. 
· Spain obtained title by right of discovery by Christopher Columbus in the name of Isa-

bella, Queen of Spain. 
· Prior to authorizing the exploration by Columbus, Queen Isabella obtained the approval 

of the Pope. 
· The Pope is the Emissary of Christ and Christ is the Son of God. 
· God created the world, including that portion known as Louisiana. 
· Therefore, God was the initial owner of Louisiana and all other world properties!  

(Abridged from SNOPES) 
 

 This anecdote is amusing but does include a real truth; God has ownership over all our assets.  
When we say we “own” a house or “earn” our wages we are actually saying that we are stewards of those 
assets and responsible to God for being good stewards with his properties.  Each month in 2012, the Keys 
will address “stewardship” in more detail.  Stewardship is a 24/7/365 obligation for Christians.  (Except 
in 2012 it is a 24/7/366 obligation as 2012 is a leap year!)  We all need to be conscious of such steward-
ship responsibilities as we go through our daily routines.  Are we being good stewards of God’s assets 
entrusted to our care? 
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 Christmas Day will be busy at St. 
Peter’s this year!  Starting at 7 am a team 
of volunteers will travel to Seattle First 
UMC to serve breakfast to the homeless 
and they will take with them the socks we 
have collected to present to each client as 
they leave after the meal.   
 The volunteers will arrive back at 
church by 10 am, just in time to take a 
breath before the 10:30 am service.  Final-
ly, after the 10:30 am service there will be 
a lunch for members, friends and neigh-
bors who wish to come.  The meal will be 
simple with cooked ham, potatoes, rolls 

and whatever salads participants can bring.  We hope to be joined by some of our next door neighbors in 
the nearby apartments and also, perhaps, some of the men who spend the night in the Eastside Winter 
Shelter in our Fellowship Hall.  
 If you are not involved in family activities Christmas morning, drop by and see what is happen-
ing.  You’ll enjoy the fellowship! 
 Jane Sessions is leading this Christmas morning event and would welcome offers of help in 
cooking, setting up, serving or cleaning up.  Jane is in the Childcare Center on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday, or you can reach her at 425-643-1543 or jane-sessions@hotmail.com.  
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 On the 4th Sunday of odd numbered months, mem-
bers of St. Peter’s assist at Seattle First United Methodist in 
providing breakfast for the homeless.  It happens that our 
turn in December is on December 25th – Christmas Day! 
When we go there in December we would like to take a gift 
for each person who comes for breakfast.  Something that is 
badly needed during the winter are warm, dry socks. 
 St. Peter’s Mission and Outreach ministry group is 
sponsoring a sock drive that began in mid November and 
will run through  mid December.  Recently the number of 
attendees coming for breakfast has risen from 297 to 327, so 
we need a lot of socks!  Our goal is 350 pairs. 
 Check Christmas sales for great prices (we will also take your clean and gently used socks) and 
bring them to the church.  The collection box is in the narthex. 
 Also, we expect that many people will want to help with serving breakfast on Christmas Day so 
reserve your spot in the church van early by calling Pat King at 425-396-5141.  We’ll be back in time 
for 10:30 a.m. worship. 

������������������*����������

����
�1����'���1���� ��
 
 On Tuesday, November 22nd, the Eastside Winter Shel-
ter (EWS) opened at St. Peter’s  for homeless men who need to 
spend the night during the colder weather.  The EWS is a joint 
project of the cities of Redmond, Bellevue, Renton and Is-
saquah as well as Congregations for the Homeless and The 
Sophia Way.  Operation of the shelter this winter at St. Peter’s 
benefits from the experience of last winter’s shelter in Red-
mond, as well as experienced staff from Congregations for the 
Homeless.  Additional experienced staff from Seattle’s Union 
Gospel Mission are also part of the staff roster.  

 EWS staff will be on site from 8 pm to 8 am all week (time may vary to accommodate special 
church functions).  The men will arrive a half hour or more after staff in the evening and leave at least a 
half hour before staff leaves in the morning. 
 Many other churches contribute to this project by providing meals for the men.  Anyone wish-
ing to contribute meals may contact Andrea Liggett at 425-822-0295 ext 110 or andrea@hfkparish.org.  
Other contributions such as blankets, disposable dinnerware, disinfectant wipes, flashlights & batteries, 
bottled water or food such as cereal, protein bars, canned tuna or crackers can be donated by contacting 
Barbara Woontner at 425-417-4815 or wintershelter@SophiaWay.org. 
 A liaison team has been formed to listen to any issues members of the congregation may come 
across and communicate those to the EWS staff.  Members of the liaison team are: Pat King, Jason 
Robarts, Shirley Lumry , Dick Clark , Sherry Magnuson, Terry Patrick , and Rev. Tom Steffen. 
Church members are encouraged to stop by the shelter any evening and to invite EWS clients to partici-
pate in appropriate church events. To invite clients to church events, please first consult with shelter 
manager, David Johns-Bowling at 425-749-8369 or davidj@cfhomeless.org who can arrange logistics. 
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Please Keep in Your Prayers….. 
 

©©©©    Bob & Colleen Bailey  
©©©©    Eileen & Janet Kouba  
© Margaret Pratt  
© Grace Small  
© Our military personnel, both here & 

overseas. Our missionary leaders and 
volunteers. 

 

Please call or email your prayer requests, 
changes and updates for the Prayer Letter to 
Anne Beishline :  beish@mindspring.com. 
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�� Save the Date!  Agape Breakfast, Saturday, 
Feb. 11th, 2012.  We’ll have 12+ new mem-
bers to introduce, and plans are developing 
for an inspirational speaker.  Add a theme of 
love and this will be a morning well worth 
your time! 

�� Give a Gift...Give a Card!  Simplify your 
gift giving this holiday season by ordering a 
Safeway gift card.  Available in different de-
nominations, Safeway cards may be used for 
groceries, gas, or exchanged for a wide varie-
ty of cards for restaurants, department and 
specialty stores or entertainment venues.  Or-
der forms are in the Dec.4th bulletin.  The 
cards will be delivered on Dec. 11th.  See 
Sue Cullor for more details. 

 
�� Interfaith of Equal Exchange Gift Baskets 

available from the web.  Affiliated with 
UMCOR, this organization offers holiday 
baskets using Fair Trade products of coffee, 
chocolate, tea, cocoa, sugar, cosmetics and 
crafts.  For more information, go to: 

 Interfaith@equalexchange.coop/ 
 
�� Coming in January—St. Peter’s All 

Church Conference in the sanctuary.  Mon-
day, January 2nd at 7 p.m. (the DS will meet 
the SPRC at 6 p.m.)  All members of the 
church are invited to attend.  2011 Annual 
Reports will be available at the meeting.  
Committee Chairs!  Please turn your re-
port in to the church office by Dec. 5th. 

 
�� Reminder from the Finance Committee:  

2011 pledges need to be paid by Dec. 31st.  
Please help us end the year on a positive note 
by paying the remainder of your 2011 pledge 
by the end of the month.  Thank you. 

 
�� New and/or never-used greeting cards and 

envelopes (matching or not) are gratefully 
accepted by the church office for use by 
Anne Beishline’s Sunshine Outreach and 
Betty Vene McConnell’s card making pro-
ject.  Please leave them in the box in the of-
fice. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9A-12:30P CC 
11:45A M&M’s 
 
6P Bells 
7P Tai Chi 
7:30P Choir 

2 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

3 

4 
Communion 
 

UMW Craft & 
Bake Sale 
11:45A 
 

6-8P BSA Par-
ents Mtg. 

5 
9A TOPS 
 
All Church 
Conference 
reports due to 
office 
 
 

6 
9A-12:30P CC 
12P Bible Study 
 
4-6:30P Youth 
6:30P BSA 
No M&O Mtg. 

7 
9A-12:30P CC 
 
10A-12P Li-
brary Workers 

8 
9A-12:30P CC 
 
6P Bells 
7P Tai Chi 
7:30P Choir 

9 
 
 
6P UMW Plan-
ning Mtg. 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

10 
6P Holiday Ga-
la Music Pro-
gram Fundrais-
er Dinner  

11 
Youth Christ-
mas Program 
 

Country Store 
Open 
 

4P Sunrise 
Asst’d Living 
service 

12 
9A TOPS 
 
UMM Meal 
UMW Board 
 

13 
9A-12:30P CC 
12P Bible Study 
 
4-6:30P Youth 
6:30P BSA 
6:30P Investment 
7P Trustees 
7P Finance 

14 
9A-12:30P CC 
 
10A-12P Li-
brary Workers 

15 
9A-12:30P CC 
 
6P Bells 
7P Tai Chi 
7:30P Choir 

16 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

17 

18 
Birthdays 
10:45A Cross-
roads Retire-
ment Service 
 
Country Store 
Open 

19 
9A TOPS 
 
Keys Deadline 
 
No SPR Mtg. 
 

20 
9A-12:30P CC 
12P Bible Study 
 
4-6:30P Youth 
6:30P BSA 
 
 

21 
9A-12:30P CC 
 
 

22 
9A-12:30P CC 
 
6P Bells 
7P Tai Chi 
7:30P Choir 

23 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

24 
7:40P Bells 
play in the Nar-
thex 
 
8P Christmas 
Eve Service 

25 Christmas  
No 8:30A ser-
vice 
 

7A Breakfast 
for Homeless-
Sea. 1st UMC 
 

11:45A Christ-
mas Lunch 

26 27 28 29 30 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

31 
New Year’s Eve 
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December 2011 
St. Peter’s UMC, 17222 NE 8th St, Bellevue, WA 98008 

(425) 747-3210  Office Hours: M-F, 9A-12P 
Sunday Schedule: 8:30-9A communion Service - 

10:30A Worship Service 
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Fellowship Families for December: 
 

In December, our Families share the respon-
sibilities of Fellowship Hour.  The following 

family groups are scheduled: 
Dec. 4: Family B (The Ruckers) 

Dec. 11: Family C (Debbie Miller) 
Dec. 18: Family D (R. Clark & J. Enns) 

 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day are not 
assigned to one group.  Anyone wishing to 

serve is encouraged to contact other leaders 
to schedule help and refreshments. 

 

Fellowship Family group lists and current cal-
endars for Sunday planning are on the bulle-

tin board on the inside kitchen door. 
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