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Devotional Thought for August

Sgren Kierkegaard, the great 19" century Danish philosopher, referred to a parable of
sorts, one he may even have authored, in which a fire breaks out backstage right before a cir-
cus troupe is set to perform. In a panic, the stage manager sends out one of the performers —
a clown, who is already in costume — to warn the audience to leave immediately. But the
spectators take the clown’s desperate pleas as part of his schtick. The more the clown ges-
tures and pleads the more the audience settles in and laughs, until fire engulfs the whole thea-
ter. And Kierkegaard’s point?

Kierkegaard was a philosopher, but his passion was directed toward renewing Chris-
tian faith within Christendom. His remedy for a lethargic and largely irrelevant church was
not to simply speak louder the same old religious words or to gesticulate with greater feroci-
ty. That would be laughable and dangerous. For Kierkegaard, the remedy had more to do with the recovery of pas-
sion, carefully directed and intentionally sustained passion.

You may be thinking, why didn’t the messenger (the clown) simply lead the audience to the exit doors and out
of the theater? Good question. The loss of passion usually can be traced to a crisis in leadership. Why didn’t the mes-
senger simply remove his funny clothing so that his costume didn’t add to the confusion? Good question. A crisis in
strategic leadership is often supported by tactical blunders. Added together, people die.

So what? Well, yesterday I met with several United Methodist clergy colleagues on the Eastside, and it is be-
coming clear to me that I must reexamine what I am saying and doing. If I am simply entertaining the good people of
St. Peter’s, perhaps I need to revise my schtick and my material. Woe to the pastor who is a catalyst for lethargic and
irrelevant discipleship. And leadership? Well, leadership must take place within and from those in the pews, in the
midst of the larger crowd in need of directions. With adequate and passionate lay leadership, our movement into the
church (for worship) and out of the church (for mission) will go like clockwork.

Let us pray that God will reveal to us how we can become better messengers of the good news of the gospel
and more effective leaders whose passion for the gospel motivates our hearers to respond fo the gospel. Long before
Kiekegaard worried about the state of 19™ century Danish Christianity, tradition suggests that wise old Solomon wor-
ried about the people of Israel and sounded this warning: “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” Proverbs
29:18.

What’s keeping us from stepping off the stage and really leading with passion? Let us lead each other out of
the church so that we can lead our neighbors into the church. In other words, let’s not clown around.

Until next month,
Tom
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Lay Leader Commentary
by Dick Clark

“Every human life is worth a biography...” A friend of mine recently

B began an entry in her Blog with these words. She was reflecting on the message
given by a pastor at her mother’s funeral, who used the phrase, and she extended
his thoughts to suggest that ““ if we started to see our lives and the lives of our
friends as more worthy of biography, we could also learn more about them while
they’re with us, instead of waiting to hear about a small slice of their lives de-
scribed at a funeral.”

As Rosemary and I become acquainted with our new neighbors, we hear
many fascinating stories about their lives and how they came to live where we now are. As I have these
conversations I realize that there are many at St. Peter’s whose “biographies” I really don’t know. That
is not right. All of us should know each other well as we share our common commitment to serving
Christ. So in future social gatherings and committee meetings, I need to do something about this and get
to know people better. I hope others will do likewise.

Another challenge we face as we live our lives as church members is knowing how God intends
for us to live together. Charles Gutenson has addressed this question in his new book, Christians and
the Common Good. Don Duncan and I are considering conducting a multi-session, Sunday morning
study series, using this book. It starts with a consideration of the nature of God and how God would
have us treat one another and then asks how our engagement in public issues and institutions might flow
from these principles.

Watch for more word as fall approaches.

Guest Speaker in August
Great News!

Rev. Francis Sunderaraj will be our from Wayne & Dianne Lambert,
guest speaker on August 14th at the 10 a.m. wor- Finance Co-Chairs
ship service.
Rev. Sunderaraj and his wife are from You’ve heard our
Hyderabad, India and are visiting their son and pleas over the last few
his family in Renton. He has had a long career months and wayward
serving the Lord, from being ordained as a Dea- pledges have found their

con at the South India Regional Conference of the way into the collection

Methodist Church in 1966, through retirement in plate. Thank you and keep

2002 as a member of the Pastorate Conference of up the good work!

the Centenary Methodist Church in Hyderabad.
He has served in Malaysia and Singapore YTD Pledge Income:

and is now an associate with India Missions As- $83911
sociation and an advisor for City Care Network, Pledged YTD: $83920
Hyderabad. Shortfall: $9!!!

Please come and show him a warm St.
Peter’s welcome!

Annual Conference Report by Don Duncan
available in the office or by email (stpetersl@msn.com)
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We Welcome New Members
Last month we highlighted the Armstead fam-
ily, who officially joined the church on May Ist. This s
-

month we introduce you to some of the others who
became part of the St. Peter’s family that Sunday.

Millie Andresen was born in Pine Bluff, Ar-

kansas and, in her words, “married a Yankee from Minnesota.” They moved around the country a bit
before finally settling in Bellevue. They had two sons, sadly losing one to a traffic accident. Millie
enjoys the company of her cat, Bitsy, and is an artist (specializing in painting birds) and a published
writer of short stories. She has been a Methodist all her life and says she feels at peace here at St. Pe-

ter’s.

Darlene Bowerman has come full circle and we happily welcome her back to St. Peter’s. Dar-
lene was born in Port Angeles and has lived in Washington State her entire life. She has worked as a
teacher, an administrative assistant for an engineering firm and, until she retired, Cross of Christ Luther-
an Church. She is the parent of two and grandmother of one. Since returning to St. Peter’s, she not only
joined our hand bell group but has been co-directing it with Sue Cullor. She enjoys music, concerts ,
reading and, now that she’s retired, she’s looking forward to being able to travel.

Dottie Calvert has had a ‘movable’ life. Born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, she has relocated
coast to coast several times. Her late husband, William, worked for the CIA and was head of the Syra-
cuse office, eventually being named chief of the Seattle office. When he retired, they decided to stay
put. Dottie is an active volunteer in politics and at Overlake Hospital, at one time serving as president
of the auxiliary. Her friend, Barbara Arneson, suggested she try St. Peter’s and the rest is, as they say,
history. According to Dottie, St. Peter’s is “the friendliest church I have been to.”

Bev Wasdo hails from Honolulu, originally. She and her husband lived in California but decid-
ed they didn’t want to raise their children there so they moved to the Seattle 21 area years ago. Bev
joined the Investment Club and was steered to St. Peter’s by the Beishline family. When she’s not
working full-time as an accountant, she enjoys golf, live theater (especially musicals) and gardening.

X KETCHUP: A
o woman was trying
& < &0 hard to get the ketch-
é 00\'}\0 up out of the jar. Dur-
&QOOO‘ ‘?“ ing her struggle the
Q"J phone rang so she asked
Q_O her 4-year-old daughter to
Q)A answer the phone. "Mommy

can't come to the phone to talk to
you right now. She's hitting the bot-
tle."

ELDERLY: While working for an organization
that delivers lunches to elderly shut-ins, I used to
take my 4-year-old daughter on my afternoon
rounds. She was unfailingly intrigued by the vari-
ous appliances of old age, particularly the canes,
walkers and wheelchairs. One day I found her star-
ing at a pair of false teeth soaking in a glass. As |
braced myself for the inevitable barrage of ques-
tions, she merely turned and whispered, "The tooth
fairy will never believe this!"

You can believe that 13 M&M’s had a

very good time at Salty’s Seafood Grill in West
Seattle. More M&M’s wanted to come but summer
sickness just wouldn’t allow it. Travel to Salty’s
may have discouraged some so, for August, we
decided to stay closer to home.

On August 4™, M&M’s will gather at Bai
Tong Thai Restaurant, 14804 NE 24" St in Red-
mond (formerly Coco’s). The initial Bai Tong
Thai Restaurant is located in Sea-Tac and is the
prime restaurant for Thai air crews. The new one
in Redmond has the same menu and comes with
favorable recommendations. While Thai food has
a reputation for spiciness, Bai Tong gives one a
choice on the degree of “hot” that you wish.

Come join us August 4™ to meet and greet
your fellow St. Peter’s congregation members. Our
reservation is for 11:45 a.m. and car pools will
leave St. Peter’s at 11:15 a.m. Contact Reva or
Roger Allington at 425-373-1370 or
rogerallington @yahoo.com for information, a head
count and/or ride-share assistance.
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She’s MADD for Camp!
by Janet Moore, Director Of Music

Most of you know that I have
made an annual trek over to the
Rathdrum, Idaho area to dean the Mu-
sic/Art/Drama/Dance Camp (a.k.a.
MADD) at Twinlow Methodist
Camp for some eleven years
now. This year's camp was held
July 2nd through 10th, and was
once again full of activity for our
middle-school through high
school aged campers. We offered
choir, orchestra, handbells, drama,
dance, and clown ministries at this
camp. My co-dean, Bill Dugger of Lewiston,
Idaho, and I have been doing this together now
for 10 years, with all the rest of the staff to-
gether with us at least 3 years or more now.

We set up for most all of our activities,
except clowns and dance, in Selkirk, which is
like a dormitory, complete with a large meet-
ing room on both floors, and dorm-styled
rooms down both adjacent halls. This build-
ing, which is the newest one at Twinlow, over-
looks a large playing field with Twin Lakes
below that. We have Morning Watch at the
lake which our camp pastor, Naomi Golter
from Rosalia, WA, is in charge of along with
two of our camp guitarists providing music for
praise-style singing. Evenings we also have
another devotional time that is generally led by

campers, but held at various parts of
the camp and often with other camps
in attendance at Twinlow.

We have plenty of time mid-
afternoon for Free Time when the
campers may go swimming,
boating, do activities in the
Craft Cabin, nap, or vis-
it. Planned activities in the
evening along with choir/
dance/drama include relay
races, s'mores and campfire
singing, a flashlight hike, im-
prov activities, a talent show, and a movie.

Our camp culminates with participation
of our campers at Spokane Valley United
Methodist Church. This year we provided a
choir, a clown ministry, a musical theater duet,
and handbells performing/singing for both the
9:00 Traditional Service and the 11:00 Con-
temporary Service.

I do believe this particular camp is one
of the "best kept secrets" in the Pacific North-
west Conference because there is so much to
offer by such highly qualified staff. Yet, we
have been under-enrolled for several years
now. But, according to the new Twinlow man-
agement, that is about to change! I'll keep you
posted on how things turn out next year!

Have a great August!!

Teams Needed for Sophia Way Cooking

We are looking for cooks who are willing to make a dinner entrée
for 10 and team up with another cook and a shopper to provide weekend

meals for the women of The Sophia Way.

A sign-up is in the church narthex. Opportunities are available to
provide entrees as well as staples during August, as well as September 9th
and 30th. Meals need to be delivered to Bellevue First Congregational

Church those Friday evenings.

The poster also has a list of staple items needed and some details
about the entrées. Please sign up on the poster and/or call Pat King at 425-
396-5141 for details. This is a meaningful and helpful way that we can care

for the women in our neighborhood who have been homeless.

Your outreach is important and appreciated.
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Stewardship Message y.

By Roger Allington / \_\
The One-Dollar Bill P ' 4

A torn and ragged one-dollar bill discovered that it was about to / :
be retired from circulation. As it slowly moved along the conveyor belt
to the shredder, it struck up a conversation with a fifty-dollar bill that
was meeting the same fate.

The fifty began reminiscing about its travels all over the coun-
try. “Life has been good,” the fifty exclaimed. “Why, I've been to Las
Vegas, the finest restaurants in New York, political fund raisers, and
Jjust returned from a cruise on the Caribbean.”

“Gee,” said the one-dollar bill, “you’re fortunate to have been
able to visit all those places.” “So where all have you been in your
lifetime, my little friend,” says the fifty? “Well, I've been to ... the
Methodist Church, the Baptist Church, the Episcopal Church, the
Presbyterian Church, the Lutheran Church, the Catholic Church, the Orthodox Church, the Assembly of
God Church, the Brethren Church, the Quaker Church, the Pentecostal Church, the Charismatic
Church, the Mennonite Church, the Church of Christ...”

“Excuse me,” says the fifty, “but what’s a church?”

Question: What is a “church”? Well, Jesus said that “where two or three are gathered in His
name” He will be there. Some use this to define “church”. That is well and good but when one has a
facility, such as St. Peter’s UMC, the “church” means more than a gathering of two or three. The church
is a facility to provide spiritual sustenance to worshipers and from which we reach out to help others.
St. Peter’s UMC has an annual budget of one-quarter million dollars ($250,200)! This revenue
is necessary to support the mission of St. Peter’s. Where does St. Peter’s get the quarter-million dollars
in revenue to provide these services? From the members and supporters of St. Peter’s! (All figures are
rounded to the nearest $100.)
The estimated income for the current year comes from a variety of sources:
Pledges = $178,800 or 71%
Loose plate offerings = $12,100 or 5%
Special offerings = $9,500 or 4%
Seventy-six percent of our annual revenue comes directly from the congregation in the form of
pledges and offerings! We get significant revenue from outside sources as well:

® Child care = $12,000 or 5%
® Building use by others = $6,500 or 3%
e T-Mobile = $12,200 or 5% (Restricted to physical improvements)

Our endowment funds provide us with a dividend that constitutes part of our revenue: Dividend
from our Endowment Funds is $17,700 or 7%. These revenues are almost 100% of the anticipated in-
come for the year. All other sources, Safeway Gift Cards, Country Store, etc., amount to less than 1% of
the revenues.

From the above, one can see that the most significant source of revenue is the congregation;
80% consisting of pledges, loose plate offerings and special offerings. Of these sources, pledges make
up the lions share, 71%, and pledges are the most likely source that can be expanded by increased per-
sonal giving and increased participation.

Next month we will examine where the money goes.
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Good Start Back To School Deadline August 7th

Our schedule A list of needed supplies is posted on the
for collecting school  bulletin board in the hallway near the Fellowship
supplies for Congre- Hall. School supplies may be left in the church
gations for Kidsisa  office any day between July 24" and August 7",
bit shorter this year,  Gift cards for Target or Fred Meyer or checks to
running from July buy backpacks or missing supplies may be left
24" to August 7", with Sue Wiseman in the office weekday morn-
including the week of ings or put in the offering plate. Checks should be
Confirmation Class.  written to St. Peter’s, clearly marked “Back to
Last year the kids in ~ School” or made out directly to Congregations for
VBS did a fantastic ~ Kids/EISCC.
job of collecting Take advantage of all the back to school
school supplies to be  sales! New this year to the supply list is a request
distributed to Bellevue School District kids who for USB 2 GB Memory Stick/Thumb Drive/Flash

are unable to purchase their own. A little extra Drive...it’s a sign of the times!
help may be needed this year as the number of re- For more information, please call Mission
quests has increased. Outreach Chairperson Pat King (425-396-5141) or

Sue in the church office.

Tai Chi Classes  Qutreach Ministers Prepare to Serve

Beginning in Sept.

Thursdays at 7 p.m. Early in July, the Mission and Out-
reach Ministry Group held an informative ses-
sion for those interested in conducting services
at Crossroads Retirement and Sunrise Assisted
Living Center. A continental breakfast was
provided at 9 am followed by a one-hour
presentation and discussion by Roger Alling-
More information in the ton and Diana Wilson.

September Keys. Ed Peterson has put together a sched-
ule for the next year with Diana, Beth Eng,
Roger, and Jason Robarts leading the monthly
services. Added to the schedule are Ed, Dick
Clark, John Fountain and Pat King.

Others in the congregation have shown interest in being part of
this outreach and are welcome to join in at any time. Those interested
can get involved by attending a service someone else is leading and view-
ing a DVD which Roger has prepared as a guide. The DVD is available
from Ed, Pat or Roger. Diana is also available to discuss the services and
how to join in.

We are pleased to see the work of the Spirit that has brought this
longtime service of St. Peters’ to new life. We are grateful for the devot-
ed service of Roger, Diana and Beth as well as pianists Jan Bailey and
Lorna Fosth. Former member Mary Wolfe is excited to hear of the
growth of this outreach that she started many years ago. Call Ed at 425-
649-9028 or e-mail at edpet54 @hotmail.com for more information.

“Welcome
to Sunday
Service.....”

The free classes will be led
by Dr. Dong Dai
(Diana Hester).




AeWS & CVENTS:

Like o paint? Good at helping? For anyone who has been down in the youth room you
%& can see we have an unfinished project. We need to finish the painting of our mural,
- which celebrates diversity and youth. This is open to all the youth (not just teens).
‘. ﬁ‘é Every week in August after the Sunday service we will be working on the mural

- from noon to 2pm. Bring your paint clothes and smiles. We will provide a simple
3 % meal to tide you over until supper. Bring a friend! It's our goal to have the mural
7 finished by the end of summer.

We're Bowling on Friday, August 26th

We will meet at St. Peter’s at 7:00pm and ride in the van togeth-
er to Sun Villa Lanes in Eastgate. We plan on getting everyone back to N
St. Peter's by 10:00pm. If you need to be delivered home please let us
know. .

We scored a great deal with their “Pizza Bow| Events” pack-
age. We've reserved four lanes and each lane includes:

****Shoe Rental for 6 people ****One topping Pizza****One pitcher of soda****

Cost per person/per lane = $13.70

All ages and all friends are welcome—we have enough spots for 24 peoplell! If you are in
need of a scholarship to help with the cost please contact Scott or Jennifer at 425-440-8079 or
email Jennifer at JW9049@att.com (M-F).

If you want to catch up on what everyone is doing and help cook a meal
for the YMCA homeless youth, join us on Tuesday, August 9th, from é6pm to
8pm. The meal will be delivered on Wednesday so we will be working on picnic and
summer type meal lessons. Come have fun and help with a great cause! If enough
people are interested we can even offer to do this twice a month. Bring your
friends, learn to make a simple meal, and do something good for others! We had no youth volun-
teers show in July, so please feel free to come ~ this is open to all the youth of St. Peter's....not

just the teens!




Around St. Peter’s and the Community —Bits and Pieces of This and That

m  Margaret Pratt is happy to announce the
births of her great-grandchildren, Robert
Daniel and Elaine Grace Pope. The twins
are the children of Margaret’s youngest
granddaughter, Julia, and husband, Jeff

Pope. Mother and babies are doing well.

It’s a girl for former
youth director, Rev.
Tony Brown and his
wife, Starla. Miriam
Ann Brown was born
at 5:38 a.m. on July
13th after a 27 hour “natural” labor (Tony
says Starla is his new hero!). Miriam
weighed 8 Ibs, 5 0z. and mother and daughter
are doing well. Cards may be sent to:

2438 Wilkson Pike, Maryville, TN 37803.
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Save the Date! Sept. 21st—UMW Fall So-
cial. More information in next month’s Keys.

August generally means warmer weather
(we can keep our fingers crossed!) so please
be diligent in closing and locking windows
and doors throughout the church when you
are leaving.

Condolences to....

Carol Benedict on the passing of her
mother-in-law, Ruby Benedict on July 6th. Mrs.
Benedict was the mother of our former pastor,
Rev. Dan Benedict. Cards may be sent to:
17835 161st Ave SE, Renton, WA 98058.

Darlene Bowerman and family. Dar-
lene’s mother passed away on June 28th. Cards
may be sent to: 1632 168th PL NE, Bellevue
WA 98008.

Janette Cimburek, her children, Anna
and Andrew, and the family on the death of her
husband, David. David passed away on July
13th from pancreatic cancer. Cards may be sent
to the family at: 4115—169th Court NE, Red-
mond, WA 98052. A memorial service was held
at St. Peter’s on Sunday, July 24th.

Happy Birthday!
06 Kat Schweitzer
11 Wayne Lambert
12 John Fountain
13 Llewlyn Pritchard
14 Cathy Relyea
16 Clare Engebretson
Betty Vene McConnell

21 Helen Engebretson
22 Karen Armstead
27 Sue Cullor
30 Juli Steffen

Celebrating Marriage
05 Dick & Lou Spady (56 years)
10 Debbie & Ron Miller (9 years)
21 Stacy & Anthony Bowker (7years)
22 David & Marilyn Leland (41 years)
29 Lou & Becky Schwind (47 years)

If we’ve forgotten your birthday or
anniversary, please call the office so we may
correct our records. We celebrate birthdays
the 3rd Sunday of each month. We hope you’ll
join us...and we promise not to tell your age!

Please Keep in Your Prayers.....

¥ Bob & Colleen Bailey (Bob is at Mission
Healthcare recovering from a heart attack)

v Eileen & Janet Kouba

v The Cimburek family

v Margaret Pratt

¥ Grace Small (Mission Healthcare)

¥ Our military personnel, both here &

overseas. Our missionary leaders and
volunteers, incIu‘»g Rev. Devi Bhujel and
Julie Dahl.

Please call or email your prayer requests,

changes and updates for the Prayer Letter to

Anne Beishline : beish@mindspring.com.
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St. Peter’s UMC, 17222 NE 8th St., Bellevue, WA 98008
(425) 747-3210 Office Hours: M-F, 9A-12P

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Child Care 1 2 3 4 5 6
Center closed | 9A TOPS
in August _ 11:45A
3 6:15P Kinder- M&M’s
ing Center 7:30P PNWCF
6:30P BSA 7P Women’s
7P Rte 66 7P M&O Choir Re-
hearsal
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
10A Commun- | 9A TOPS Handbell’s
ion Service picnic @ S.
UMM Meal 6:30P BSA Cullor’s cabin
7P Trustees 7:30P PNWCF
7P Investment
6-8P BSA Par- | 7P Rte 66 7-9P Youth
ents Mtg.
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9A TOPS
10A Worship
Guest Speaker | Keys Articles | 6:15P Kinder-
Due ing 7:30P PNWCF
4P Srvc at 6:30P BSA
Sunrise Asst’d | 7P Rte 66 7P Finance
Living 7P SPR
21 Birthdays 22 23 24 25 26 27
9A TOPS
10A Worship 6:30P BSA
10:45A Srve at 7-10P Youth
Crossroads Bowling
Retirment
7P Rte 66 7:30P PNWCF
28 29 30 31 The knowledge we gain from the teacher called
9A TOPS Experience is hard to forget and
10A Worship 4P Youth the most valuable kind of
6:30P BSA learning. The trouble is that the
teacher called Experience
gives us the test first and the lesson
7P Rte 66 we needed to learn after the test.

From The Newsletter Newsletter, August, 2005




Staff Information & Volunteers

Fellowship Families for August:
Group C Leader, Debbie Miller We Love Our Volunteers!!
LITURGISTS:

Families: Millie Andresen, Karen, Bob & August7  Steve Rush

Jessie Armstead, Jan & Fred Bailey, Dot- August14  Dick Clark

tie Calvert, Sue Cullor, Jim & Judy Ellis, August 21 John Fountain

John Fountain, Pat King & Jack McPher- August 28 TBA

son, Wayne & Dianne Lambert, Bev
Wasdo. USHERS:

Fellowship Family group lists and current cal-| | August7  Jim Ellis & Judy Ellis
endars for Sunday planning are on the bulle- | | August14  Vicki Bridwell & Janet Moore

August 21  TBA

tin board on the inside kitchen door.
August 28 TBA

§Pe°ial Sundays in August Joe Ann Rucker, Worship and Arts Chair, is
Birthday Sunday, August 21st coordinating our Liturgists and Ushers.

Summer Worship Opportunities:

Worship: 10 a.m.

OUR STAFF & VOLUNTEERS

Ministers: Congregation

Pastor: Thomas G. Steffen  (tgsteffen@gmail.com)

Church Admin. Asst.: Sue Wiseman (stpetersl@msn.com)

Music Director: Janet Moore

Organist: Nichole Basile

Substitute Organist: Rich Rucker

Carillons Co-Directors: Sue Cullor and Darlene Bowerman

Director of Child Care Center: Jane Sessions (email: jane-sessions@hotmail.com)
Child Care Reservations Line: 425-443-5897

Volunteer Youth Leaders: Jennifer Wood & Scott Callihan

Sunday Nursery Care provided by: Jennifer Swanson & Kimberly Smith

Janitorial Team: Teresa and Oscar Avalos

Groundskeeper: Craig Miller

All KEYS articles must be submitted by Monday, August 15th for the September newsletter.
The Keys is posted to the website each month.
If you would prefer the Keys mailed to your home, please call the church office to arrange for postage.

St. Peter’s United Methodist Church
17222 NE 8th Street, Bellevue, WA 98008
Church: 425-747-3210 Fax: 425-747-3789

Website: www.stpetersumc.net—the website calendar is updated each Friday.




