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 As a member of the advisory board of the international movement Teen Talking Circle (whose 
founder and director lives on Bainbridge Island), I receive emails about the good work that is being 
done and a calendar of upcoming events.  On the last communiqué, this phrase caught my attention: 
“The Blessing of Listening.” It appeared at the top of an announcement for a retreat to be held in Ye-
lapa, Mexico, a location that made Sunset’s list of “the ten places you must visit before you die.”  Even 
if I don’t make it to Yelapa, I still want to experience the “blessing of listening” and the added “blessing 
of being listened to.” 
  
 As I begin the third year as your pastor, it is the blessing of listening that I wish to share and to 
receive.  In other words, it is my hope that we will take time to listen to one another with intention and 
reverence.  During the months of August, September, and October, I have allocated enough time to 
meet for up to 1 1/2 hours with individuals and/or couples (spouses or friends) who desire to engage in 
receiving and giving the blessing of listening.  Let’s think of these conversations as pastoral checkups: 
an annual opportunity (1) to share how we are growing in grace or in what areas we feel unfulfilled, (2) 
what you and I believe God is calling us to do as a church in the near and distant future, and (3) to share 
in what ways you want to serve and provide leadership in our existing programs or in ones you hope we 
will organize in 2011.  Personal information that you and I share will be held in strict confidence.  Pro-
gram and missional ideas, however, may be shared for possible implementation.   
 
 At your earliest convenience, I encourage you to contact me directly 
(tgsteffen@gmail.com) or Sue Wiseman (stpeters1@msn.com) to schedule a date, 
time, and place to meet (Monday through Thursday).  Please provide two or three 
dates and times, so that it will be easier to schedule as many people as possible.  If 
you prefer to call, please contact Sue at the church office (747-3210).  I enjoy talking 
and listening over coffee, while walking in a park, during lunch, or at the church if you 
prefer.  May God grant us the blessing of listening and being listened to, as we make an 
intentional effort to check in with each other.  I look forward to hearing from you!   
 

      Until next month,  

       Tom 
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 Our schedule for collecting school supplies for Congregations for Kids 
is a bit shorter this year, running from July 25th to August 1st, including the 
whole week of Vacation Bible School.  Last year the kids in VBS did a fantastic 
job of collecting school supplies to be distributed to Bellevue School District 
kids who are unable to purchase their own.  A little extra help may be needed 
this year as the number of requests has increased from 1305 last year to 1750 
this year. 

 A list of needed supplies is posted on the bulletin board in the hallway near the Fellowship Hall.  
School supplies may be left in the church office any day between July 25th and August 1st (the church is 
closed on Saturday).  Gift cards for Target or Fred Meyer or checks to buy backpacks or missing sup-
plies may be left with Sue Wiseman in the office weekday mornings or put in the offering plate.  
Checks should be written to St. Peter’s with a notation for “Good Start.” 
 “School Bus Driver Pat (King)” will be on hand each day of VBS from 8:45 to 9 am to receive 
school supplies and cash donations. The school supplies will be turned in and sorted at Stevenson Ele-
mentary School on August 9th and 10th from 10 am to 2pm and backpacks will be packed on August 16th 
and 17th.  Pat will be helping with these efforts as well and invites any others who are interested to con-
tact her at 425-396-5141. 
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 Through August 29th we will continue to 
support The Sophia Way by: 
�� Collecting household goods and women’s 

clothing.  The household goods are to help 
women who are transitioning to an apartment; 
a list of needed items is on an easel in the 
church narthex.  The items should be new or 
of “like new” quality.  Casual clothing is 
needed as well as  clothing suitable for job-
hunting.  The clothing should also be new or 
in “like new” condition.  Easy care clothing 
(not needing dry-cleaning) is essential. 

�� Cash and Check donations. The Sophia 
Way’s next payment of grant money will not 
be until January.  Costs continue for running 
Roscoe House which houses women transi-
tioning to permanent housing and the costs 
for staff for counseling and employment 
training continue.  Checks may be made out 
to St. Peter’s with the notation “The Sophia 
Way.”   

 Donations already received from St. Pe-
ter’s members are very much appreciated.  For 
questions, please call Pat King at 425-396-5141. 
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 Have you ever wondered 
what it takes to prepare and serve a 
meal once a month for the Cross-
roads Feeding at Salvation Army?  It 
takes lots of food, lots of planning, 
and lots of help.   
 The menu in July included 
teriyaki chicken and rice, salad with 
Ranch dressing, bananas, pudding cups and or-
ange juice.  Average attendance is 40 during the 
summer, so 14 1/2 pounds of chicken were 
bought at Costco, which Diana Wilson and 
Karen Armstead cooked in our kitchen and 
stored in our refrigerators.   
 On the 12th, Diana, Karen, Jessie Arm-
stead, Lynn McKay, Carol Benedict and 
Sherry Magnuson served 43 first servings with 
an additional 20+ second helpings.  The women 
began serving at 6 p.m. and were done by 6:30.  
Time goes by fast when the food is good and peo-
ple are hungry! 
 Eight bananas and a partial box of pud-
ding cups were donated to the Salvation Army 
Day Camp program, as leftover food cannot leave 
the building due to health regulations. 
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 On Wednesday evening, September 29th St. Peter’s will be proud to 
host a visit from Katherine Parker, a young missionary working with the 
Social Concerns Committee of the emerging Methodist Church in Cambodia.  
Her work involves helping local congregations to reach out to neighbors in 
Christian love by sharing skills in small farm ventures and creating savings 
and credit groups to facilitate small business 
projects. 
 Katherine served 3 years as a Mis-
sion Intern with the General Board of 
Global Ministry’s Young Adult Program, 
acquiring a depth of experience in Japan 
and the US. 

 Katherine will be able to describe the unique challenges in 
maintaining a safe water supply in Cambodia and she will talk of 
her experience with rice co-ops as a means of both food security 
and a business venture. 
 The evening will begin at 6 pm with a light meal followed 
by insights from Katherine and ending at 8 pm.  More information 
will follow in the September Keys and weekly Sunday bulletins.  
Contact Pat King with questions. 
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 I recently saw a distraught young lady 
weeping beside her car. “Do you need some help?” 
I asked. She replied, “I knew I should have re-
placed the battery to this remote.  My door is 
locked and I can't get into my car. Do you think 
they (pointing to a distant convenience store) 
would have a battery to fit this?” 
“Hmmm, I don't know. Do you have an alarm, 
too?” I asked. “No, just this remote 
thingy,” she answered, handing 
it and the car keys to me.  As I 
took the key and manually 
unlocked the door, I replied, 
“Why don't you drive over 
there and check about the batteries. 
It's a long walk.” 

 Twenty-one M&M’s met for Tex-Mex 
food at Tu Casa in Bellevue on July 1st.  Although 
the noise level was high (partially due to our group) 
and some orders were mixed (maybe due to the 
noise we made), we all had a good time! 
 On August 5th, M&M’s will gather at 
Coho Café, 8976 161st Avenue NE in Redmond.  
Don’t get confused!  There is a Coho Café in Issa-
quah but we’re going to Redmond!  If you haven’t 
been to a M&M’s gathering for food, fun and fel-
lowship, you don’t know what you are missing.  
(Of course if you don’t know what you are missing, 
you won’t miss it!)  M&M’s stands for Mature 
Methodists, but “maturity” is a state of mind, not 

chronological age!  Come join the fun!  Con-
tact Reva or Roger Allington at 425-373-
1370 or rogerallington@yahoo.com for 
more information, a head count if you are 

going and arranging ride sharing if needed. 
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We rely on numbers to tell us whether 
we’re succeeding or failing in most of life’s ven-
tures. Churches are no exception. We delegates 
heard, or read, some gloomy numbers. Fact: The 
average age of Methodists in this country is 59, and 
the average goes up every year.  

Our main speaker, the Rev. Adam Hamil-
ton, projected with actuarial precision that at the 
present rate of decline, Methodism will be con-
signed to a footnote in history books in 53 years. 
Unless, of course, we do something about it. 

Average Sunday attendance conference-
wide is 43%. The Seattle District, which is the larg-
est in the Pacific Northwest Conference, also aver-
ages 43% attendance. But, of course, there’s a wide 
variation between churches.  

Brace yourselves.  At roughly 24% atten-
dance, St. Peter’s is tied with Mercer Island for 
dead last on the Eastside. And yet, despite the 
numbers, I think most delegates left the conference 
with their batteries charged, convinced it’s not too 
late to make Methodism truly relevant again. 

Resolutions we passed. Some quick back-
ground here: The conference votes on resolutions 
that come out of a committee with a recommenda-
tion to pass. A resolution that passes in the main 
conference is the collective voice of your confer-
ence delegates, pastors and lay persons. It does not 
have the power of law, nor is it binding on its 
members.  

To me, the resolution that set the tone for 
all others and charted our path for the future came 
out of the conference office – and Bishop Hagiya. 
It puts into practice a resolution from the church’s 
2008 Book of Discipline. Paraphrased, it goes like 
this: Henceforth, each church in the conference 
is to name a Church and Society Representative 
or Social Justice Advocate who can relate to the 
local church council, be a contact for the Con-
ference Church & Society Action Team and be 
an advocate for Social Justice ministries.  

 

And now for the other major resolutions 
we passed, each with a call for Social Justice: 

1. A resolution calling for abolition of the 
death penalty in Washington State. Seventeen 
states have already done it, the most recent being 
New Mexico in 2009. The first state to do it was 
Michigan, way back in 1846, closely followed by 
Wisconsin and Maine. There was almost no oppo-
sition.  

2. Also passing was a resolution to close a 
background-check loophole in Washington State’s 
gun-show law. This was a bit more contentious. 
The “for’s” argued that anything that might keep 
guns out of the wrong hands was worth a try; the 
“nays” said all it would do was lead to more gun 
sales in back alleys. 

3. In still another resolution, we called 
upon the Congress to draw up a new, humane im-
migration policy, with a road to citizenship for il-
legals already well-established here and no hint of 
“racial profiling” like Arizona’s new law. There 
were quite a few “nays.” The majority were from 
Eastern Washington, which is heavily dependent 
on agriculture and Latino pickers.  

4. A resolution that sailed through called 
upon conference church members to pledge to do 
everything in their power to diminish their carbon 
footprint, by reducing their dependence on gas and 
oil. I have an extra hand-mower in my garage, if 
anyone wants one.  

5. The “hot potato” was a resolution to 
send a letter to the Israeli Consulate demanding an 
immediate end to the Israeli blockade and occupa-
tion of the Palestinian Territories of Gaza. Further, 
that the churches of the PNW Conference are urged 
to boycott, until this is done, Israeli-made products 
and American companies that supply the military 
occupation of Gaza. I voted for it, but with reserva-
tions. I don’t like boycotts, and I haven’t the foggi-
est notion which companies might supply some-
thing to Israel? There was a pretty strong “nay” 
vote. 
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(The above report was given on Sunday, July 4th during morning worship, and has been edited to fit the 
space allowed.  To receive Don’s full report by mail or email, which contains his reflections of the Con-
ference and a very interesting background story on Rev. Hamilton, please call the church office.  
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©©©©    Eileen & Janet Kouba  
© Sara Lambert 
© Margaret Pratt  
© Our military personnel, both here & 

overseas:  Lea and Bob Martin’s son, Bob 
Martin Jr. ( private sector), and Carol 
Benedict’s nephew, Chris Allen (Iraq).  
Our missionary leaders, volunteers and 
those who are working to make the world a 
better place in which to live and worship, 
including Rev. Devi Bhujel and Julie Dahl. 

 
During the summer months, please email your 
prayer requests, changes and updates for the 
Prayer Letter to Anne Beishline at:  
beish@mindspring.com. 
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�� Patty Bowen would like to thank everyone for 

their concern and prayers for her son, Keith , 
while he has been undergoing treatment for 
Follicular N-H Lymphoma.  His next treatment 
is August 5th.  Praise is offered that he is man-
aging life pretty well through this time of treat-
ment and recovery. 

 
�� Our appreciation to all those who work in the 

service of the church, including Fred and Jan 
Bailey (for hauling away several truck loads of 
yard waste), Steve Grate, Bob Jones and Ed 
Peterson (for installing an additional projector 
so that our choir, and those who face the con-
gregation, can view the power point slides dur-
ing Saturday night and Sunday morning wor-
ship), and Steve Grate and Rev. Tom Steffen 
(for installing our new security mailbox). 

 
�� Tent City 4 is relocated to Bear Creek UMC 

on July 24th.  We are one of over 40 faith part-
ners in the community who has been contacted 
for support.  This is an opportunity for our indi-
vidual response with a good will offering not-
ing that the gift is for Tent City 4.  You may 
find other opportunities by checking the TC4 
website at http://tentcity3.info or through Bear 
Creek’s website: www.bcumc.org/Sermons/
tent-city-4. 
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11 Wayne Lambert 
12 John Fountain 
13 Llewlyn Pritchard 
14 Cathy Relyea 
16      Clare Engebretson 
            Betty Vene McConnell 
21 Helen Engebretson 
27      Sue Cullor 
30 Juli Steffen 
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05 Dick & Lou Spady (55 years) 
10  Debbie & Ron Miller (8 years) 
21 Stacy & Anthony Bowker (6 years)  
22 David & Marilyn Leland (40 years) 
29 Lou & Becky Schwind (46 years) 
 
If we’ve  forgotten your birthday or 

anniversary, please call the office so we may 
correct our records.  We celebrate birthdays 
the 3rd Sunday of each month.  We hope 
you’ll join us...and we promise not to tell 
your age! 
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 In the last several weeks we have had a 
string of acts of vandalism to the church and 
grounds.  The sign off Northup Way was dam-
aged with green spray paint and, most recently, 
several of our Fellowship Hall window screens 
have been slashed. 
 Last week, after finding several Fellow-
ship Hall windows closed but unlocked, we are 
asking everyone’s cooperation in making sure 
that our church is secure.  Please assign a mem-
ber of your group to secure the church when 
leaving by checking outside doors and windows 
to be sure they are closed and locked. 
 The Bellevue Police are doing extra pa-
trols through the parking lot at night, but as a 
congregation we need to do our part by not being 
an easy target. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Communion 

2 
9A TOPS 
 
7P Rte. 66 
7P UMW 
Board 
 
 

3 
 
6:15P Kindering 
6:30P BSA 
7P M&O Mtg. 

4 
 
4-6:30P Youth 

5 
 
11:45A M&M’s 

6 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

7 
 
5P Frankincense 

8 
 
 
4P Sunrise 
Asst’d Living 

9 
9A TOPS 
 
UMM Meal 
7P Rte. 66 

10 
 
6:30P BSA 
7P Investment 
7P Trustees 

11 
 
4-6:30P Youth 

12 13 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

14 
 
5P Frankincense 
 
 
 
Handbells Picnic 
@ S. Cullor’s 

15 
Birthdays 
 
10:45A Cross-
road Retirement 

16 
9A TOPS 
 
7P Rte. 66 
7P SPR 
 
Keys Deadline 

17 
 
6:15P Kindering 
6:30P BSA 
7P Finance 

18 
 
4-6:30P Youth 

19 20 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

21 
 
5P Frankincense 

22 
7A Breakfast 
for Homeless-
Seattle 

23 
9A TOPS 
 
7P Rte. 66 

24 
 
6:30P BSA 

25 
 
4-6:30P Youth 

26 27 
 
7:30P PNWCF 

28 
 
5P Frankincense 

29 30 
9A TOPS 
 
7P Rte. 66 

31 
 
6:30P BSA 

The best remedy for those who are afraid, 
lonely or unhappy is to go outside, some-
where where they can be quiet, alone with 
the heavens, nature and God. Because 
only then does one feel that all is as it 
should be and that God wishes to see peo-
ple happy, amidst the simple beauty of 
nature. — Anne Frank 

August 2010 
St. Peter’s UMC, 17222 NE 8th Street, Bellevue, WA 98008 

(425) 747-3210, Office Hours: M-F, 9A-12P 
Worship includes Saturday Frankincense at 5P and 10A Sunday Service 

Rev. Tom & Juli—Vacation 

PNWCF Bible School—9 a.m. to 12 noon 

Secretary on Vacation 
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Ministers:   Congregation 
Pastor:  Thomas G. Steffen     (tgsteffen@gmail.com) 
Coordinator of Children & Youth Ministries :  Mia Scherich   (mia.stpeters@gmail.com) 
Church Admin. Asst.:  Sue Wiseman (stpeters1@msn.com) 
Music Director:  Janet Moore 
Organist:   Bob Bailey 
Substitute Organist: Rich Rucker 
Worship Team Director:  Trista Wynne 
Director of Child Care Center: Jane Sessions (email: jane-sessions@hotmail.com) 
Child Care Reservations Line:  425-443-5897 
Sunday Nursery Care provided by:  Jennifer Swanson & Kimberly Smith  
Janitorial Team:  Teresa and Oscar Avalos 

 
All KEYS articles must be in by Monday, August 16th for the  
September newsletter. The Keys is posted to the website each month.   
If you would prefer the Keys mailed to your home, please call the church office to arrange for postage.     

 

 
St. Peter’s United Methodist Church 
17222 NE 8th Street, Bellevue, WA 98008 
Church: 425-747-3210  Fax:  425-747-3789 

Website:  www.stpetersumc.net—the website calendar is updated each Friday. 
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At this time, Joe Ann is hard at 
work, calling on volunteers.  

Please refer to the Liturgists and 
Usher sheet in the narthex for 

August assignments. 


